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WortTH REPEATING: 
The Cruse that Faileth Not [poem] 
Old Testament Walkers 


We have received from the Harbourton, New 
Jersey, Sunday-school, $9.25 for Chloe Lankton. 


President Arthur has appointed Thursday, Novem- 
ber 24, as Thanksgiving Day—our national Feast of 
Tabernacles, the Home Festival of America. 


The National Tempexance Society has asked per- 
mission to republish, in tract form, Mr. Trumbull’s 
recent, article “ Is Wine Safer than Water?” and he 
has given his consent accordingly. 





All who are studying the story of Balaam in the 
International lesson course just now, and others also, 
will have an interest in Dr. Thompson’s remarkable 
portraiture of the double-minded Chaldean prophet, 
which we give to our readers this week. 


A Christmas Exereise, fresh in its outline and well 
worked out, is givert off anther page. Copies of it 
in pamphlet form, with:the!words of the hymns in 
full, can be obtained of the publisher, Mr. John D. 
Wattles, 725 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, at the 
rate of $2.00 a hundred. 

After all, words are not the most convincing 
evidence of thought and feeling, in ordinary inter- 
course. There is far more in look and manner 
than in speech, as an expression of mind and heart. 
Not what one says he is, but what he shows himself 
to be, is the real proof of his character; so, also, 
what he shows to be his opinion of another is a surer 
token than what he affirms it, by word of mouth, to 
be. And the very last thing to be viewed critically 
in friendship, isspeech. If you know a friend, you are 
sure what he must mean to say in a given case, even 
though he seems to say something very differént just 





there. If a friend cannot be trusted in spite of his 
words, he cannot be trusted because of them. If he 
is not felt to be a friend in the face of some thought- 
less, or bungling, or misinterpreted words of his, he 
is not to be proved a friend by his best considered 
and most gracefully given words, A friendship that 
is built on words, or that is dependent on words, is a 
friendship only in word. 


How is it about this quoting an old story as if it 
were actually a new incident? Men will tell or 
write a Joe Miller joke, or an old scrap-book anec- 
dote, as an original saying or a recent occurrence, 
giving date and place, and naming the persons in- 
eluded, with all seriousness, and often in all apparent 
sincerity. Do they falsify deliberately? If not, 
how otherwise can they get in those added details 
which have no foundation in fact? Here, for ex- 
ample, isthe Rev. 8S. Baring-Gould sending out a new 
volume of sermon outlines, with a Preface in which 
he expresses surprise at the lack of freshness and 
originality on the part of preachers. In illustration 
of his view that it is well to make Bible incidents 
graphic by familiar language and applications, he 
says: “I venture—at the risk of raising a laugh—to 
quote the opening of a sermon delivered last year in 
a little Cornish chapel, by a local Primitive Meth- 
odist preacher.” Now that seems specific. It might 
be supposed that the writer was really relating an 
actuaP occurrence. But then he goes on to give Mr. 
Gough’s famous burlesque sermon on the “ Pessle- 
tree,” from the text, “Awake, psaltery and harp.” 
That sermon has been repeated in public and reported 
in print from the lips of Mr. Gough, hundreds of 
times, for now twenty years and more ; yet, here it is 
given as that Cornish preacher’s sermon of last year, 
with a reference to the effect of its preaching on the 
ignorant hearers. And there is a great deal of just 
such fresh reporting as this of old-time anecdotes 
under the guise of new occurrences. How much of 
deliberate falsifying is at the bottom of it? 


One of the signs of real Sunday-school progress is 
the larger prominence now given to Christmas- 
giving instead of Christmas-gettings, by children in 
both church and mission schools. It is now a com- 
mon thing for a Sunday-school to receive gifts from 
the scholars at their Christmas festival, instead of giv- 
ing gifts to them at that time, as was the usual method 
not long ago. The old way was to distribute cakes 
and candies aud books and toys to those who came to 
Sunday-school, as if the gain to scholars from attend- 
ance at the Lord’s house were in what they received 
there. The new and better way is for the scholars to 
bring gifts for others at that time; to bring offerings 
to the Saviour’s cause in contributions of clothing 
and provisions and books and toys and candies for tle 
Lord’s poor, as in evidence that the real gain toscholars 
in coming to the sanctuary is what they can there give 
to the Lord by hand and head and heart. Inasmuch 
as “it is more blessed to give than to receive,” the 
scholars find a greater enjoyment in the new method 
than in the old one, and the influence of it is every 
way uplifting. It tends, indeed, to cerrect a serious 
error with regard to the Lord’s house, the Lord’s 
word, and the Lord’s service. It puts the children 
on the right track instead of on the wrong one. In 





the Jewish Tabernacle, on the great festival days of 
the year, there was no distribution of tenderloin 
steaks, and lamb chops, and pickled olives, and pre- 
served dates, by the priesis and Levites, as induce- 
ments to attend the regular services, or as rewards 
for good behavior there. Everybody who came was 
expected to bring something. On festival days, as at 
all other times, no one came empty-handed into the 
Tabernacle. There was no lack of the giving of gifts to 
oneanother—or to the poor—by priests and people 
elsewhere than at the Tabernacle ; indeed there was 
all the more giving of this sort at other times because 
of the habit of giving cultivated there; but at the 
Lord’s house at festival times, and at all other times 
of religious gathering, giving to the Lord was made 
prominent, rather than getting from the Lord, or 
from the Lord’s representatives. So it is coming to 
be in Christian Sunday-schools. It will not be 
long before a Sunday-school Christmas festival of the 
Santa Claus sort will be as truly a relic of the old 
time as a religious lottery, or a liquor-drinking ordina- 
tion-dinner. There is no mistake about this! 





THE INSIGHT OF SYMPATHY. 

“Read him again and again,” said the editors of 
one of the earlier editions of Shakespeare’s completed 
works ; “and then if you do not like him, surely you 
are in some manifest danger not to understand him.” 
And that declaration involves a truth of very wide 
application. ._ Unless you really like a person, of any 
profound personality, you will not belikely to under- 
stand his words or himself. Without the insight 
which sympathy gives, you cannot penetrate the 
recesses of his mind and character so as to know him 
as he is, and to understand his sayings and his doings 
as he intends them. The common thought is, that 
to come into sympathy with a man, and to like him 
heartily, you must first know him thoroughly and 
understand him as he is; but the truer truth is, that 
in many a case the sympathy and liking must pre- 
cede the understanding; and that the worthier one 
is of being, loved and honored, the more difficulty 
there is of understanding him until you do love him, 
or, at all events, until in some way you come to have 
a fellow-feeling with him. 

There are persons, to be sure, who show themselves 
at the best on the surface, who in fact have nothing 
but surface to show. Seeing them once, you know 
them as well as yourcould) know them if you were 
to see them a thousand times). There is nothing to 
be wondered at or questioned over in their case ; 
there is no mystery there; no need of the insight of 
sympathy to give you an understanding of them, and 
of their sayings and doings. You like them or you 
dislike them—or you have no sense of either like or 
dislike in their case—at the start; and you have 
never a reason, afterward, to change your opinion of 
¢hem ; for you can never have any different basis of 
opinion. But, again, there are other persons who 
show very little of themselves on the surface, who 
have depths of character not to be fathomed at a 
glance. You are conscious that you do not under- 
stand them fully to begin with; and the more you 
see of them, and study their ways and words, the less 
confident you are of your feal acquaintance with 
their main characteristics, or their methods of thought 
and habits of feeling; the surer you are that there is 
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a great deal yet to be learned about them before you 
can know them thoroughly. They may be exceed- 
ingly winsome in their manners and bearing, yet 
unapproachable beyond a certain point. Or, they 
may be in a measure repellent to you, yet hold you, 
at a distance, to their study, by an undefined sense 
of their hidden power. These are the sort of persons 
who can never be understood except through the 
insight of sympathy, who must be thoroughly appreci- 
ated before they can even be studied to: advantage. 
Unless you come to be at one with them in feeling 
if not in thought, you can never know them at their 
best, or know them as they are. 

It is not the coarser but the finer fibre of the soul 
that is covered over from the outer gaze. It is the 
gentler, lovelier side of a refined nature that shrinks 
from exposure to every eye. There are hearts that 
ache for love and sympathy that cannot ask for either 
love or sympathy. Timid and sensitive, with all 
their longing for friendship and fellowship of soul, 
they cannot give a single look or word of personal 
interest or attachment where affection for and sym- 
pathy with them is not already manifest. Even 
when their hearts are full to bursting of kindly feel- 
ing, they cannot give it such expression in formal 
words ‘as will make it plain to the unsympathetic ear: 

“ For words, like nature, half reveal 
And half conceal the soul within.” 
The wealth of affection and the depth of tender- 
ness in their warm hearts can never be recognized 
except through the insight of sympathy. 

And there are heart struggles in some strong 
natures which mark the outer man with a forbidding 
ruggedness that turns away all thought of tender- 
ness as possible in him, and that even shuts out from 
the ordinary observer the idea of his being one to 
confide in trustfully. Only the insight of sympathy 
can give an understanding of that man as he is; but 
that insight would change distrust into confidence, 
and suspicion into pitying admiration. 

... “The workings of his brain, 
And of his heart, thou canst not see, 
What looks to thy dim eyes a stain, 
In God’s pure light may only be 
A scar brought from some well-won field 
Where thou wouldst only faint and yield. 
“ The look, the air, that frets thy sight, 
May be a token that, below, 
The soul has closed in deadly fight 
With some infernal, fiery foe, 
Whose glance would scorch thy smiling grace, 
And cast thee shuddering on thy face.” 


As it is in these extreme cases, of the exceedingly 


- sensitive ahd the sorely beset heart, so it is in a greater 


or less degree with the best phase and the larger 
wealth of every nature. Thé more there is to-be 
known in a character, or to be understood in a 
career, the smaller is the share of it that can be 
known at the start. It is the depths of a soul that 
are necessarily farthest from the surface. It is that 
vhich is best worth having that is not proffered with 
an open hand to everybody. 


* A friend is most a friend of whom the best remains to, 


learn,” d 
And the larger measure, the deeper depths, the 
richer treasures of eyery character are to be dis- 
cerned only through the insight of sympathy. Not 
until we are fairly alongside of such a nature, having 
a fellow-feeling with it, and judging it with a kindly 
and even partial interest, can we know it as it is. 
“No soul can ever clearly see 
Another’s highest, noblest part, 
Save through the sweet philosophy 

And loving wisdom of the heart.” 

It is sympathy, not mere affection, that has the 
discerning insight which makes clear to the observer 
that which others cannot understand in the charac- 
ter he notes or studies. To love another is not neces- 
sarily to understand the nature and the moods and 
methods of the object of one’s affection. But sym- 
pathy. perceives at a glance the full meaning of that 
which is a mystery to even a loving eye. Yet where 








there is entire sympathy there will also be a certain 
liking, as an accompaniment or consequence of that 
sympathy ; although, on the other hand, the sincerest 
love does not, as a matter of course, secure sympathy. 
There may be love without sympathy; but where 
there is sympathy there will be more or less love, It is 
the lack of sympathy which makes so much of unhap- 
piness between some who love one another dearly. No 
one but a mother, for example, can really understand 
a mother’s thoughts and hopes and anxieties. Buta 
true mother can understand every other true mother, 
within the sphere of truest motherhood. She knows 
just what that mother, as a mother, does, or wants to do, 
and why. It is not their like experiences that give 
her this understanding ; for she may have neyer been 
in precisely the same circumstancesas the other ; but 
it is their common basis of feeling, their heart-like- 
ness—not their heart-oneness—that gives her this 
insight. So it is with a veteran soldier. He alone 
can fully understand the thoughts and natural con- 
duct of a man under fire, of a man bracing himself 
up to face death with seeming unconcern while every 
nerve is on a quiver. So it is with a person of 
extreme sensibility, of exceeding tenderness of con- 
science ; seeing that in another which might even be 
judged as affectation or sheer folly, he perceives it to 
be the most natural and unavoidable thing in the 
world, although he never did or thought of doing 
such a thing himself. He understands it all, not 
because he has been through it all, but because he is, 
by his very nature, in sympathy with the sufferer, 
and, in like circumstances, he might feel and do the 
same. 

We know just why that man is so quick to take 
offense, on an occasion when some might think there 
was no need of being ruffled. We know why that 
other man twists and writhes with annoyance under 
that nonsense in the pulpit or that discord in the 
choir. We know what that shrinking shyness means, 
on the part of one who might be boldly confident in 
that company. We know the significance of that 
pale face and those compressed lips, or of that enforced 
gaiety and show of indifference, when to others there 
seems nothing to be explained. We know what is 
implied by those unconscious references to thé bit- 
terness of life, or the losses greater than those from 
death. We know how much of fixity of purpose 
underlies those apparent varying moods, and we 
even read the causes of many a special mood. How 
do we know all these things? Not from our study 
of the cases under observation, but from our fellow- 
feeling, at that particular point, with the persons 
observed. It is the insight of sympathy just there 
which shows to us more than others know, more than 
close study could possibly have revealed to us. 

How often has it proved, that one whose course 
has been to us a contradiction and a bewilderment, 
stands out before us, all at once, in simple consistency, 
through our coming into sympathy with him by 
being brought unexpectedly to his stand-point of 
observation, and to his plane of feeling. We may 
have studied him with untiring interest before this ; 
we may have been sincerely attached to him; but 
neither our study nor our affection gave us an under- 
standing of him. Being brought, however, into 
sympathy with him, coming to feel witk him—or to 
perceive just how he felt—all that had before been a 
mystery was resolved as by an instant blaze of light 
from heaven. Sympathy of feeling made clear what 
neither word nor thought could convey or compre- 
hend; for it is always true, that 

“ Thought is deeper than all speech ; 
Feeling deeper than all thought ;” 
and that to learn most about another we must come 
to feel with him, rather than to study about him. 

What then? Can we never know a person until 
we are in full sympathy with him? Must our hearts 
always go out in loving interest toward another before 
our minds can be fully informed as to his qualifica- 
tionsand worthiness? Not quite this ; for there are very 
many who have no hidden nature, and whom we can 
understand ag well as we need to know them, without 
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any special insight of sympathy. But it is important 
for us to realize, that there is no key to the treasures 
of another’s soul like sympathy, and that some whom 
we now think lightly of would be honored and 
admired by us, and might even be our prized com- 
panions or our valued helpers, if we could but learn 
their worth and acquire their confidence through the 
insight and the attractiveness of our sympathy. 
“ Fairly sought, some point of contact 
There must be with every mind ; 
And, perchance, the closest compact 
Where we least expect to find. 
“ Perhaps the heart you meet so coldly 
Burns with deepest lava-giow ; 
Wisely pierce the crust, and boldly, 
-And a fervid stream shall flow.” 


And of one thing we may be sure, that that which 
ean ‘be known of another’s soul and of another’s 
character, and which can be understood of another’s 
conduct and manners, and methods of speech and 
thought and feeling, only through the insight of 
sympathy, is better worth knowing than all that 
appears on the surface. 

And after all, in the study of that which is best 
and noblest and grandest in life or in truth, the heart 
is worth more than the head. The insight of sym- 
pathy gives more of knowledge in,that realm than 
the insight of cold scholarship. “If any man willeth 
to do his will, he shall know of the teaching,” says 
Jesus, of those who would understand the mysteries 
which angels look into wonderingly. To come into 
sympathy of purpose with the great heart of the 
loving Saviour is to be in the way of knowing even 
as we are known. “Then shall we know if we follow 
on to know the Lord ”—as we never can know unless 
we are the Lord’s followers. 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


“Tom Hamnons” is heard from. Many of our readers 
have expressed an interest in him, because he was trying 
to have The Sunday School Times—or his copy of it— 
discontinued without his letting the publisher know his 
post-office address; and a call was made on him in this 
column. He hails from Louisiana. He writes face- 
tiously: . 

You stated in the last copy of The Times, if I would tell you 
where I belong you would discontinue my paper at once. If 
you wait for me to tell you that, I expect you will send the 
paper a long time, as I am not able to tell you where I belong. 
I am going to school now, and I expect I belong there at the 
present. That is as near as I can tell you now. Sir, it is 
strange to me, you can send me The Times and a postal card 
and a private letter, and still you do not know where my post- 
office address is, and besides it was not my fault that the postals 
were not postmarked. If you did not know where I belong, 
you could have discontinued The Times as you were notified. 

“Tom” belongs at school. There is no doubt about 
that. And he is making progress there. He heads his 
letter this time with his post-office address; and he 
duplicates this, with additions, at the close, after his 
signature. We know enough about him now to stop 
his paper. Itis stopped. We have given this promi- 
nence to his case as an illustration of a carelessness very 
common on the part of subscribers. Because the paper 
comes to them regularly by the workings of the system 
which sends off the tens of thousands of papers according 
to the prepared mail list, and because regular notifications 
of delayed payments go out as a part of the same system, 
with the aid of the many clerks who check or write the 
names mechanically, they think it strange that the pub- 
lisher cannot at once turn to the name of any subscriber 
who asks a question without saying whether he lives—or 
“belongs”—in Maine or Louisiana. Our advice to all 
of our subscribers is: If you want a letter or paper sent 
to you, tell what your post-oflice address is. If you want 
your paper stopped or changed,say where it is going 
now. Untilyou are careful on these points, you “ belong” 
in school, 


It is a good sign when a man wants to know how to 
learn the Lord’s plans for him; or how to know God’s 
call to duty. And that is a point which excrcises a great 
many honest minds, Here is an illustration of this 
questioning from a Connecticut reader, who says: 

In the Rev. Dr. Taylor’s very interesting article on “ Moses 
and his Work,” he remarks, ‘‘ We must not mistake a natural 
impulse for a divine call.” Will you oblige a constant reader 
by designating how we may distinguish the natural from the 
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gpiritual impulse, namely, the “natural impulse” from the 
divine call ”? 

In the days of Moses there was no written word of God 
covering every principle, and touching every point, in the 
realm of duty. Now there is such a record. That is to 
be the test of every call or impulse. “To the law and to 
the testimony ; if they [the persons or things assuming 
to call] speak not according to this word, it is because 
there is no light in them.” No call, no impulse is ever 
of God if it is in conflict with the written word of God. 
Nothing that is forbidden—forbidden by precept or for- 
bidden by implication—in the Holy Scriptures, is ever to 
be done on any call, or from any impulse. Moreover, 
duties never conflict. ‘God is not the author.of con- 
fusion, but of peace”’—or of order. A plain duty is nevér 
to be neglected because of any supposed divine call or 
impulse. With these explicit limitations, the room for 
doubt as to the calls of God is greatly diminished. It is 
indeed rare for one to be in a position where the clear 
teachings of the Bible on the one hand, and the demands 
of duty growing out of his providential surroundings on 
the other, do not indicate to him whether or not he has a 
call from God in a special direction. But when doubt is 
not removed by the very fact of these bounds, then the 
believer has the privilege of going to God for special 
wisdom, and of resting on the Holy Spirit’s leadings to 
guide him into all truth. Just how God will make clear 
a man’s duty in such an emergency, is not to be known 

, beforehand; but God will do it in some way so as to 
leave no room for doubt to one who sincerely desires 
God’s leadings. See 

If the Revised Version of the New Testament enters 
into general use, it will be through much tribulation. 
Even the errors and imperfections of the old translation 
have become dear through age and association, and faults 
of that kind go not forth but by fasting and prayer. 
One of the means of progress in any good cause is agita- 
tion. Asa help to that, here is a stirring letter from a 
well-known Sunday-school worker, of Brooklyn, whose 
words speak for theinselves : 

To THE EpiTor: I wish that in some way the sentiment of 
the Sunday-school workers among your subscribers on the 
question of using the old or new version in the study of the 
Gospel of Mark for next year might be ascertained. I am sur- 
prised to see that most of the Sunday-school publishers are 
intending to publish in the question-books and lesson quarter- 
lies the King James version only, I do not know of any pub- 
lisher who is even intending to publish a separate edition for 
those who, like myself, would not use in Sunday-school teach- 
ing any but the Revised Version, since, whatever its faults may 
be, it is confessedly far more true to the original than the King 
James version. I wish that in some way other persons who 
desire to have the Revised Version published in the lesson 
help « “-arterlies might be heard from, It would take but 
little awa... expense to have two editions published by 
each of the independent publishers. Perhaps denominational 
publishers of the Presbyterian, Episcopalian, or Methodist 
churches, could not take up the new Version without authority 
from conferences, synods and councils ; but congregational and 
independent publishers are perfectly free in this matter. After 
watching very closely the comments of the press and the 
clergy on the Revision, I cannot find that there is any serious 
criticism except that in a few passages the English style is not 
all that could be desired. This does not seem to me a rea- 
son why a version whose English is still more imperfect should 
be retained in the place of the Revision. I think it will be 
found that there is demand enough for a set of helps with the 
revised text to warrant some publisher in issuing an edition in 
this form. Yours very truly, 

W. F. CRAFTS. 

And here is a similar letter from Michigan, which can 
be answered with the foregoing : 

Do you suppose the lessons for the coming year are to be 
printed in the helps and papers in the Revised Version, asa 
general rule? How will it be in your case ? and if not, why not? 

The International lessons have from the beginning 
been uniform lessons ; and in order to secure uniformity 
a common version of the lesson-text is indispensable. 
Until there is a general agreement to displace the old ver- 
sion by the new, the old will be generally adhered to by 
publishers. But the changes made by the revisers will 
doubtless be noted in well-prepared lesson-helps. It 
would require some general agreement between pub- 
lishers, and a full announcement of it beforehand, to 
fairly justify the adoption of any other version of the les- 
son text than that commonly found in the scholars’ Bibles. 
As to “duplicate” texts, the Revised New Testament 
entire can be obtained for ten cents, and the Gospel of 
Mark for two cents, and that is a great deal cheaper than 
any publisher could give the duplicate text for the year 
through. Moreover, Dr. Schaff’s International Revision 
Commentary on Mark, published by Charles Scribner’s 
Sons, at $1, will meet the want of teachers who desire the 
Revised text and judicious comment together, 





THE SOUL’S ANSWER. 
BY FLORENCE OGDEN IRVING. 
The world would say, my life flowed gently on, 
A broad, deep stream, 
Lit ever by the gleam 
Of glad’ning sunshine, or calm, restful stars ; 
Upon whose fav’ring tide the pearl-tipped spars 
Of promise-freighted barks forever shone, 
Bringing some unknown joy to crown the known, 


The world would say, but question thus my soul: 
** Art thou content ? 
Doth the true element 
Of inward peace, invest this outward rest ? 
Since ali fings good’ thy mortal life have blest 
Beyond the common lot, tell me, doth this 
Enfold the soul in its own realm of bliss?” 


** Alas! not so!” sincere the soul replies, 
: “ Did that betide, 
Then I were satisfied ; 
But. oft when Mirth doth wear her ample crown 
And gaily reigns, then I am most cast down ; 
In finite joys scarce knowing how to tread, 
I all but starve while sense is overfed, 
“But then again in unsuspected hour 
There comes to me 
A holy ecstasy 
Mysteriously stirred, when you perchance 
Would dream it least from outward circumstance ; 
’ Tis better so, if higher boon were given 
I'd rest content and never long for heaven.’ 


BALAAM. 


BY ALEXANDER R. THOMPSON, D. D. 


Careful reading and comparison of Holy Scripture will 
give us the clue to this strangeman. We need not adopt 
the opinion held both by eminent Jewish scholars, such 
as Philoand Josephus, and by eminent Christian fathers, 
such as Origen, Ambrose, and Augustine, that he was “a 
prophet, not of God, but of the devil.” Neither need we 
take the exactly contrary view of Tertullian and Jerome, 
that he was “a holy man and true prophet, who fell 
through avarice and ambition.” The truth lies between 
these extremes. Grouping together the facts which are 
given usin the sacred record, and deducing from them 
conclusions which are legitimate, we shall not find it dif- 
ficult to come to a clear apprehension of him. 

He comes before us in the record (Num. 22:5) as 
“ Balaam, the son of Beor,” whose dwelling-place was 
“Pethor which is by the river of the land of the children 
ofhis people.” The riv, in the earlier books of the Bible, 
is always the river Euphrates. The heart of the race 
clung to its cradle. The very first impulse of the few 
who were saved in the ark was to travel back from the 
mountain region of Ararat to the plain of Shinar in the 
region of the Euphrates. When the dispersion came, 
and the bands of Japhet strayed northward, and the 
children of Ham westward and southward, the descend- 
ants of Shem remained in the original locality. How 
unworthy the lineage of Ham was to be entrusted with 
the Christ promise is evident on the face of the narra- 
tive. .The restlessness of the line of Japhet, whether it 
were their impulse or their doom, made its entrustment 
to them hardly safer. But the more devout temper and 
the characteristic immobility of the household of Shem 
secured the keeping of the germinal gospel for them. By 
them it has come to all after ages. In that early time 
tradition was in full force. The longevity of men was a 
potent element in its safe transmission. In the 
ancient land of Shem, by the side of the river of Para- 
dise, the divine tradition lingered the longest. In that 
region, by thesideof that river, lay Pethor of Mesopotamia 
(Deut. 23, 4). This was the region out of which Abram 
had been called of God. In this region Balaam dwelt. 
Both the men were of one kindred. 

Both were Chaldeans. What the Hebrew in later time 
was to the Christian, that the Chaldean in earlier time 
was tothe Hebrew. By inheritance the Chaldean came 
into the possession of the divine truth which passed from 
him to a fuller development in the Hebrew, just as the 
Hebrew came by inheritance to the truth which passed 
from him to a fuller development in the Christian. Why 
it needed so to pass is sadly evident from the history.» 
In either case it would have remained to perish. From 
the very beginning, it had been its fate to be subjected to 
a steady process of human degradation. From Seth to 
Noah this process of degradation went on with an accel- 
erating impulse that compelled the flood. From Shem 
onward, after the flood, this same process, setting in, com- 
pelled the call of Abram. Before the flood it took spe- 
cific shape in an intense and monstrous animalism, in 
which men grew to a gigantic size, and lived over cen- 
buries ag easily ag afterwards they lived over decades, and 








in which the lower element of human nature subjugated 
and almost extinguished the higher. “The earth was 
corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence” 
(Gen. 6: 11), After the flood it developed in an idola- 
trous impulse to misrepresent the one living and true 
God under forms visible and tangible. Closer observa- 


tion of the heavenly bodies, closer acquaintance with the 


forces of nature, led to their being at first regarded as 
the symbols of God, and afterward to their being deified 
and worshiped. Whatever of philosophy and science 
there was among men, following this line, came to have 
a side which was mystical and magical. The astrono- 
mer was an astrologist, Keen observation of natural 
facts Making predictions of their recurrence reliable, 
especially when this was allied to @ psychological ten- 
dency that ‘dropped easily into reverie and trance, was 
regarded with awe as a true prophetic power. The 
soothsayer was simply the index of his time, the incar- 
nation of the spirit of the age. Such men were as much 
above the crowd of idolaters as mountains are above the 
plain. That which was to meaner men real, was to them 
only symbolical. They would naturally be among the 
last to succumb to the increasing idolatry. With peril- 
ous facility they might use it for their advantage, and by 
it hold other men in awe. But their exceptional mental 
and spiritual perception, long after the unthinking crowd 
had drifted away on the dark waters of superstition, 
would be able to hold more or less to the ancient tradi- 
tional truth. 

Just such a man’ as this was Balaam. Ofrare mental 
endowment, of positive spiritual capacity, of unusual 
culture, born, like enough, to an inheritance of astrologi- 
cal and magical eminence, educated in it, a master of the 
spiritualistic science of his day, whose innate capacity 
made him quick to perceive whatever of supernatural 
truth remained in the traditions of his people,‘and not 
without a sensitive conscience. But all this, it is evi- 
dent, he had and held, not asa guide to holiness and 
heaven, but as an implement of power, and influence, 
and sordid gain, as a profession, a trade,a means of 
making money. To do this he was compelled to keep it 
in his head, but out of his heart, to prevent it bring- 
ing his spiritual nature under control, to make it a sen- 
timent and never suffer it to be a religion. 

This answers all the conditions of Balaam’s case. Up 
to the edge of his spiritual nature he was palpably recep- 
tive of divine truth; beyond that, never. In the develop- 
ment of human nature as its history is given in the divine 
record, such possibilities are to be looked for. Human 
nature is the cap-sheaf of divine creative power. And 
the superlative endowment of human nature js its free- 
dom. In that awful power of freedom it can say “ yes,” 
and it can say “no,” even to its Maker. It can even be 
saying “no,” with its heart, the very while that with its 
lips it is saying “yes.” That very thing did Balaam. 
With his head he clearly perceived the truth. His 
insight was amazing. His lips kindled with the fire of 
poetry. His brain thrilled with the rapture of prophecy. 
We may dare to say that, like Abraham, he saw the far- 
distant Christ. For in his final crowning utterance he 
spake of Him: 

“T shall see him but not now! 

I shall behold him but not nigh ! 

There shall come a Star out of Jacob, 

And a Sceptre shal! rise out of Israel, 

And shall smite the corners of | Moab, 

And shall destroy all the children of Sheth.” 
But that “not now,” ‘not nigh,’ of his were the 
unconscious miserere of his own eternal self-ruin. They 
grew steadily and surely into a “never now,” and a 
“never nigh.” He was not glad of the vision with a 
holy, joyful faith, as was Abraham. | He was not willing, 
he was never willing, to see him nearer by. He did not 
go down from the mountains of Moab to cast in his lot 
with the men whom he knew were the people of God. 
It was nothing to him really, for all his fine speeches 
that they were the people of God, and that there was a 
Christcoming. Ithas been nothing to multitudes since his 
day. To know the Master’s willis not the same thing as to 
doit. “Many will say unto” him, “in that day, Lord, 
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name?” to whom he 
will reply, “Depart, I never knew you, .. . ye workers 
of iniquity.” The clear perception of the brain, even to 
poetic rapture, is not faith. Opinion is not faith, 
Emotion is not faith. The clear head of Balaam 
saw the truth as radiantly as if in the light of a cloud- 
less day. The smooth lips of Balaam said what he saw 
in rhythmic cadences of exquisite beauty. But theheart 
of Balaam underneath was like a cage of every unclean 
and hateful bird. 

Tt has been suggested that his coming to Balak, king of 
Moab, proved to he the crisis of his sadly distorted life, 





See 


ee ae 





ee 


aen—= qin ence lant nies canara 








A eee 








worms eS 


ermine 








mtv ect tanta LE: NETO AE 


snRNA 


740 


=e 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES.’ 





(Vol. XXTIL, No. 47. 








He was just the man to have known who the children of 
Israel really were ; how they came into Egypt; how they 
had been led out in the awful exodus; how they had 
been wandering after the pillar of cloud and fire ‘for forty 
years, from the Red Sea to Moab; what the promises 
were that gave them Canaan and assured them of Christ. 
"Whatever the ancient Shemitic tradition gave to them, 
it gave to him. According to the promise, the fear of 
them and the dread of them had been upon all people 
among whom they had come. The tidings of their slow, 
mysterious, orderly, organized march had been carried 
by the wild rangers of the wilderness from the broad sea 
of the west to the ancient river of the east. No man 
would be quicker than he with eager interest for all tid- 
ings of them, Somehow he had becume posgessed even 
of “the glorious and fearful Name,” the last and fifllest 
self-revelation of God given especially to them, as his 
covenant people. For thus he describes them : 
* Jehovah his God is with him, 
And the shout of a king is in his midst.” 
The realness of prayer, the worship of sacrifice, were 
familiar to him none the less that they were used 
evidently as bribes to Jehovah. He was palpably con- 
scious of God’s awful power, and fully aware of the rela- 
tion of his peopleto him. Noonecould know better than 
he how fearfully perilous it would be tointerfere with them, 
and to provoke him. Hence came the long struggle with 
himself ere he ventured to start on this dangerous errand. 
Every blow on the frighteued beast that he rode, whose 
dumb lips, made to speak, rebuked his madness, was a blow 
on his own resisting conscience. And hence the long 
effort really with himself, although ostensibly with God, 
on the mount of Moab, with altars smoking, and wet with 
the sacrifice of bullocks and rams, that ended in the truth, 
forced against himself out of him : 
“ How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, 
And thy tabernacles, O Israel! 
As the valleys are they spread forth, 
As gardens by the river's aide, 
As the trees of lign-aloes which Jehovah hath planted, 
And as cedar trees beside the waters. 
Blessed is he that blesseth thee, 
And cursed is he that curseth thee ! 


Let me die the death of the righteous, 
And let my last end be like his!” 


But he did not choose to share that heavenly inherit- 
ance. He did not accept that covenant blessing. He 
did not die the death of the righteous. No man ever saw 
the truth more clearly, or uttered \t more impressively, 
nor suffered it to have less power over him. 

If we turn to the sixth chapter of the Book of Micah, 
we shall see this whole thing portrayed in miniature 
(vs. 5-8) : 

“O my people, remember now what Balak, king of 
Moab, consulted, and what Balaam, the son of Beor, 
answered him, + Ae 

This is what Balak, king of Moab, consulted : 

“ Wherewith shall I come before the Lord, and bow 
myself before the high God?* Shall I come before him 
with burnt offerings, with calves of a yearold? Will the 
Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten 
thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my first-born + 
for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of 
my soul?” 

And this is what Balaam, the son of Beor, answered 
him : 

“He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and 
what doth the Lord require of thee but to do justly, and 
to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?” 

Could any man perceive the truth with keener insight, 
or say it in more persuasive mapner?. And yet at that 
very moment, Balaam was lingering on the mountains 
of Moab, repeating sacrifice upon sacrifice, as if to buy 
God over to allow him to curse his people, fighting back 
his own conscience, as he had been doing since he left 
Pethor, and all for the sake of the money to be made by 
it out of the ignorant and credulous king of Moab. 

For the sake of the money! “ They Aired against thee 
Balaam the son of Beor of Pethor in Mesopotamia, to 
curse thee” (Deut. 23: 4). “ Balaam the son of Bosor 
who loved the wages of unrighteousness” (2 Peter 2: 15). 
“ The error of Balaam for reward” (Jude 11). And he 
earned his foul wages by work fitter for a demon than 
for a man. For when he could not persuade himself 
that it was safe for him to curse God’s people, he craftily 
suggested to the king of Moab to let loose on them the 
harlots of Midian, and by them to lure them to the 
obseene idolatry of Baal-peor.t And thus he planted 
twenty-four hundred graves of them under the moun- 


+ nn enalens Caeanee ute sf God; ove Cee. 3): 10-0, 
t The procedure actually taken by arother king of Moab. 2 Kings 


: 26, 27. 
{ Num, 25: 1, 2; Hos. 9: 10; Psa. 106; 23; Rev. 2: 11, 








tains of Moab. He never went back to Pethor. 
He had reached the crisis of his life, and passed 
it. He had come face to face with the people of 
God and the hope of Christ, which he saw so clearly 
and had described so vividly; but he had put away 
from him the grace of God, and had judged him- 
self unworthy of eternal life. And that was the end of 
him. “They warred against the Midianites as the Lord 
commanded Moses. ... Balaam also the son of Beor 
they slew with the sword ” (Num. 81: 7, 8). “ Balaam 
also the son of Beor the soothsayer did the children of 
Israel slay with the sword among them that were slain 
by them” (Josh, 18: 22). 

With the head, not with the heart, isthe key to Balaam. 
There was no want in him of the knowledge of God, or 
of the right, or of the way of duty. But he had made 
his choice; and that was, not to suffer the truth that he 
knew to control him. So he kept it in his head and out 
of his heart. And while he trained his tongue to say 
things which for truth and beauty are matchless, he kept 
his heart out of God’s reach, but where lust and covetous- 
ness and murder could have undisputed sway of it. 
Under the varnish of sentimentalism the real grain of 
him is evident. His mouth was full of fine speeches 
which sound well to-day when unthinking Christian men 
quote them in prayer-meetings, and unthinking Chris- 
tian ministers make them the texts of sermons, but 
which, however true in themselves, on his lips were false- 
hood. And his heart underneath was scheming and 
planning how, while he kept on saying his fine sayings, 
he could get Balak’s coveted gold and silver, even though 
God were defeated and his people were ruined. It isa 
hideous spectacle,—such knowledge of divine truth, 
such fluency of religious speech, and at heart such utter 
want of truth and righteousness. Accredited for a relig- 
ious teacher, for a prophet even, and all the while self- 
ruined and ruining to a degree beyond parallel. All 
because when he knew the right way he would not walk 
in it; when the truth was in bis head he kept it out of 
his heart; when he could not help but hold it, he man- 
aged to hold it in unrighteousness. 

Would to God that “ the error of Balaam ”’ could never 
be repeated! But.so long as there areany who put what 
they know, what they feel, what they purpose, in the place 
of that simple doing the will of God wherein alone is 
holiness and heaven, Balaam is before us again. From 
flippant talkers in and out of religious meetings, who 
have caught the rhythm of truth, but have not caught 
its reality, whose daily living utterly discredits the fine 
talk of their religious moments, all the way down to them 
that cut their way through to ruin by confusing gain 
and godliness, who hide beneath a plausible exterior a 
heart of vileness and falsehood, the Balaam type is mani- 
fest. All religious talk which is nothing but talk; all 
solemn speech which is not the honest expression of real 
godliness ; all sentimental saying and sighing, and sing- 
ing and sobbing, which leaves the heart beneath as dull 
and dead and dry as it found it,—are of the Balaam kind, 

“ Wells without water,—speaking great swelling words 
of vanity,—promising liberty while they themselves are 
the servants of corruption,—for whom it had been better 
not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after 
they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment,” 
Thus saith the Spirit concerning them (2 Peter 2: 17-21). 
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THE FEAST THAT REBA MADE. 


BY ADA CARLETON, 





It was at morning prayers that the thought came into 
Reba’s mind, and Grandfather Harrington put it there. 

She had not been paying attention until then. She 
kept thinking of the robin’s nest in the pumpkin-sweet 
apple-tree; and of the black-cap raspberries which she 
meant to pick for dinner; of the cherries flushing ruby- 
red in the warm summer sun, and of a great many other 
thirgs. She really couldn’: help it. Then she almost 
laughed aloud to see Snap, the dog, catch a saucy fly 
which lit on the tip of his funny snub nose. She couldn’t 
help that either; so she shut her eyes resolutely, and 
pressed her two smal! hands over them. When her eyes 
closed her ears opened, for just at that moment she heard 
Grandfather Harrington’s deep emphatic voice: 

“But when thou makest a feast, call the poor, the 
maimed, the lame, the blind.” 

Reba started; and the tears came until she could 
scarcely see Grandfather Harrington with his big Bible 
on his knees, and the muslin curtains blowing behind 





him out from the open window. She was sure he meant 
her, he read so slowly and impressively. That was what 
she said when prayers were over, and she sought her 
mother, only she did not say it quite in that way. 

“And he meant that I ought to ask somebody besides 
Margie and Cora and Blanche, and the rest of the girls, 
out here on my birthday,” said she. ‘Somebody poor 
and miserable, who don’t ever have any good times; like 
that little lame Chandler boy, who always has Cousin 
Will’s old clothes. Oh ! I know what he meant, but I don’t 
believe I can. It’s so splendid here, and I wanted the 
girls to see everything!” 

Her mother smiled, “I do not believe your grandfather 
thought of your little festival. He always reads in that 
earnest way.” 

But Reba shook her head. “ Maybe it was because 
that verse just fitted,” said she; “any way, I can’t help 
thinking of it.” 

“Well, dear, decide as you choose. Your father will 
bring out the guests, whoever they may be.” 

“Yes’m,” said Reba. Then she went out and climbed 
into the hammock which swung airily between the two 
great maples in the yard, to think it over. 

For half an hour Reba did sturdy battle with Reba’s 
self. At the end of that time she tumbled out of the 
hammock and went straight to her mother. 

“T’ve made up my mind,” said she. ‘“ You may write 
papa to bring all the poor and lame and blind people 
that he can. I couldn’t have a good time if the girls 
came, now, because I should keep thinking; and they 
can’t come too, for they wouldn’t—if they would I’m 
afraid the others wouldn’t—enjoy themselves so well. 
They always said I was queer,—I don’t know what they’ll 
think now; but I can’t help it. And I shall make my 
feast just as good as I can.” 

As the days went on, the letter sped to Reba’s father 
in town. Great preparations were made at the farm for 
the reception of the invited guests; and on the morning 
appointed, Rebaand her mother, with the grandfather to 
hold the reins, drove over the five-mile road to the 
station in the big hay-wagon. They stopped in the 
midst of a breezy green wood on the way, and with 
branches of beech, birch, elm, aud maple, transformed 
their homely vehicle into a moving bower. Leafy 
plumes, too, nodded on the heads of thesteady old grays, 
and nestled in every part of the harness where there was 
a buckle or strap to hold them. 

It was a queer and pitiful little group which the train 
brought. There was little lame Johnny Chandler, looking 
bashfully happy in one of Cousin Will’s outgrown linen 
suits; and Mrs, Lincoln’s blind girl; and Mrs. Johnson, 
bent like a bow with the rheumatism; and Joe Annis, 
the news-boy with one good foot and a crutch; and 
besides, Mr. Brooks (who, if I have not told you, was 
Reba’s father) had brought his office-boy and two pale- 
cheeked, hungry-eyed sewing-girls, cousins to Johnny 
Chandler, and a bit of a blue-eyed girl whom he had 
picked up on the street just before leaving the town. 

Oh, but it was a merry party! How they all tried to 
scramble into the woodsy wagon at Grandfather Harring- 
ton’s jolly invitation! It was allso new and delightful to 
them,—the country road, the neat farm-houses, the gardens 
and orchards, the bees and the singing, flitting wild birds. 
Mrs. Johnson, who cherished among her youthful memo- 
ries one of a little house with a vine-hung door, wiped 
her eyes furtively. 

“Tv’s been such a while, ma’am,” said she to Reba’s 
mother ; “and I’ve longed so to be in the country again. 
Its just like a breath from the hills of Paradise,” 
—which Reba overheard with a happy feeling in her 
heart. But it brought tears to her eyes to see blind 
Cassie Lincoln sit with a maple-bough in her lap, touching 
the leaves carefully, tracing with her fingers every vein. 

“That the way she looks at ’em,” whispered Tony 
Davids to Reba. “She sees with her fingers.” 

“T know,” said Reba, softly. Then very soon they 
came to grandfather’s house among the trees. 

It was such a happy day! I have not space to tell you 
of half the nice things they said and did,—how the boys 
went fishing with Mr. Brooks down to the pretty little 
river which bounded one side of the farm, and returned 
just in time for the feast, with very few fish indeed, but 
with shining eyes and faces flushed with perfect enjoy- 
ment; how blind Cassie and the blue-eyed bit of a girl 
swung in the hammock with their laps full of flowers 
and cherries; how Mrs. Johnson sat in a big easy-chair 
on the veranda and smiled at everybody; and how the 
two pale sewing-girls assisted so deftly about getting the 
feast ready, that Grandmother Harrington, a sweet, white- 
capped little lady, whispered something in confidence to 
Reba’s mother, which Mrs, Brooks answered with a par- 
ticularly bright smile and a delighted whisper back. 
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The table was spread in the garden under the cherry- 
trees. 

“The dessert is right overhead,” laughed Reba, when 
her guests had gathered, and Grandfather Harrington 
had said grace. “ You can reach up and help yourselves.” 

It was a bountiful feast—this feast that Reba had made. 
No choicer viands would have been set before the king. 
There were sandwiches, and cakes, and pies, and pud- 
dings, and jellies, and ices, and rich golden honey. 

“Take right hold,” ordered Mr. Brooks, when he had 
heaped each plate with dainties ; and they all obeyed. 

“T’m ashamed,” whispered Johnny Chandler, with a 
deprecating smile, as Reba’s mother helped him to a 
second piece of cherry-pie; “ but I can’t help it! Every- 
thing tastes so good!” 

The feast was over at length; and for two long, sunny 
hours the guests roamed about the orchard and garden 
and meadows. Then the big hay-wagon was brought 
around; and then, too, Grandmother Harrington’s 
whisper was spoken aloud. 

“T am going to keep our young friends here,” said she, 

meaning the two pale-faced girls, who, however, had 
brightened up wonderfully during the day. “They tell 
me they have no near friends, and will like to stay; and 
as my neighbor, Mrs. Craig, and I need their help, we have 
arranged it very nicely.” 

So indeed they had; making, as everybody acknow]l- 
edged, a delightful ending for a delightful day. 

Then the “ good-by’s” were spoken, and the hay-wagon 
rattled away. 

“How glad I am!” said Reba, after they had gone. 
“ How glad I am that I had them come! ” 

Perhaps you will like to know that the wagon went to 
the station again the very next day after “ Margie, and 
Cora, and Blanche, and all the rest of the girls.” 

This was the feast that Grandfather Harrington made. 








CHRISTMAS EXERCISE. 


——«g 2. 


THE GLORIES OF THE CHRIST CHILD.* 


Above the platform or the desk there may be sus- 
pended astrip of muslin, trimmed with evergreens, having 
astar in the centre. Above the star arethe words, “‘ The 
Babe of ;” below itthe word “ Bethlehem.” At the left 
of the star are the words, “From Everlasting ;” at its 
right, “To Everlasting ;” above all, the words, ‘“ Thou 
art God.” 

Singing : 

: “Come, thou Almighty King!” 

Prayer. 
Singing : 3 
“Saviour, blessed Saviour.” 


I, THE GLORY BEFORE THE WORLD WAS. 


IN HIS OWN BEING. 
Superintendent : 
These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, 
and said, 
Female teachers : 


Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also 
may glorify thee. . . . I have glorified thee on the earth: I 
have finished the work which thou gavest me to do (John 
17: 1, 4). 


Male teachers : 


And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self 
with the glory which I had ‘with thee before the world was 
(John 17: 5). 

All the school : 


To the ony wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, 
dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen (Jude 25). 


TOWARD US. 
Superintendent : 
But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hid- 


den wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our 
glory (1 Cor. 2:7). 


Teachers : 
Which none of the poe of this world knew: for had they 


known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory 
41 Cor, 2: 8). 


Female scholars : 


Who hath saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not 
‘according to our works, but according to his own purpose and 
grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world 

egan (2 Tim. 1: 9). 
Male scholars : 


For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to 
whom be glery for ever. Amen (Rom. 11: 36). 


All the school: 
And he is before all things, and by him all things consist 
(Col, 1:17). 
Singing : 
** From all that dwell below the skies.” 
*This “ Exercise,” with the prams in full, is printed in pamphlet 


- form at $2.00 perhundred. Address John D. Wattles, Publisher, 725 
Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa, 





Il. THE-GLORY OF CREATION. 
JESUS THE CREATOR. 
Superintendent : 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 


and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with 
God (John 1:1, 2). 


Teachers : 
All things were made by him; and without him was not 
any thing made that was made (John 1: 3). r 


Female scholars : 


For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and 
that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, 
or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were 
created by him, and for him (Col. 1:16), 


Male scholars : 
But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all 


things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 
are all things, and we by him (1 Cor. 8: 6). 


All the schaol : 
And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mys- 


tery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in 
God, who created all things by Jesus Christ (Eph. 3: 9). 


; THE CREATOR’S WORKS. 
Superintendent : 


Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the 


reg and the heavens are the works of thine hands (Heb. 
: 10). 


Teachers : 
' ‘1 the beginning God created the heaven and the earth (Gen. 


Female scholars : 


And God made two great lights ; the greater light to rule the 
day, and the lesser light to rule the night : he made the stars 
also (Gen. 1: 16). 


Male scholars: 


Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? 
declare, if thou hast understanding (Job 38: 4(. 
All the school: 


When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of 
God shouted for joy ? (Job 38: 7.) 


Superintendent : 


_ Praise ye him, sun and moon: penton him, all ye stars of 
light. Praise him, ye heavens of heavens, and ye waters that 
be above the heavens. Let them praise the name of the Lord : 
for he commanded, and they were created (Psa, 148 : 3-5). 
Singing: 

“Songs of praise the angels sang.” 


III. THE GLORY OF INCARNATION. 
THE CHILD’S BIRTH. 
Superintendent : 


And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we 
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father,) full of grace and truth (John 1: 14), 


Teachers : 

Wherefore, when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacri- 
fice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou pre- 
pared me (Heb. 10: 5). . 

Female teachers : 


For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be 
eg Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlast- 

g Father, The Prince of Peace (Isa. 9: 6). 

Male teachers : 


Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the 
days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the 
east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is born King of 
the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come 
to worship Him (Matt, 2: 1, 2). 

All the school : 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men (Luke 2: 14). 
Singing : 
** Joy to the world,—the Lord is come.” 
THE CHILD'S EXPERIENCES, 
Superintendent : 

Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and 
blood, he also himself likewise, took part of the same; that 
through death he might destroy him that had the power of 
death, that is, the devil (Heb, 2: 14). 

Teachers : 

And deliver them, who we fear of death were all their 
lifetime subject to bondage (Heb. 2: 15), 

Female scholars : ; 


Wherefore in all things it behooved him to be made like 
unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful 
high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation 
tor the sins of the people (Heb. 2:17). 

Male scholars : 


For we have not a high priest which cannot be touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted 
like as we are, yet without sin (Heb. 4: 15). a 


All the school: 


And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness : 
God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of 
angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, 
received up into glory (1 Tim. 3: 16). 

Singing: 
‘Shout the glad tidings, exultingly sing.” 


IV. THE GLORY OF REDEMPTION, 
SALVATION FOR SINNERS, 
Superintendent : 
And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; 





and in him is no sin (1 John 3: 5), 


Teachers : 


Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none 
other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must 
be saved (Acts 4: 12). 

Female scholars : 


Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince 
and a Saviour, for to give repegtance to Israel, and forgiveness 
of sins (Acts 5: 31). 

Male scholars : 


Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that 
through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins 
(Acts 13 : 38). 

All the school : 


For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life (John 3: 16), 


LIFE OUT OF DEATH. 
Superintendent : 
Verily, verily unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall 


I sa 
into the’ ground pes § die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it 
bringeth forth much fruit (John 12: 24), 


Teachers : - 


But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the 
angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and 
honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for 
every man (Heb. 2: 9). 

Male scholars : 

For since by man came death, by man came also the resur- 
rection of the dead (1 Cor, 15: 21). 

Female scholars : 

For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive (1 Cor. 15: 22). 

All the school : 


O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory ? 
(1 Cor. 15: 55.) - 


Singing: ‘ 
‘To God be the glory, great. things he has done.” 


V. THE GLORY TO COME, 


AT HIS RETURN, 
Superintendent : 

Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet 
appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall 
appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is 
(1 John 3: 2). 


Teachers : 


When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye 
also appear with him in glory (Col. 3: 4). 


Female scholars : 
For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a 


shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of 
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first (1 Thess. 4: 16). 


Male scholars : 

Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: 
and so shall we ever be with the Lord (1 Thess. 4: 17). 


All the school : 


Wherefore comfort one another with these words (1 Thess, 
4: 18), P 
IN HIS HOUSE, 
Superintendent : 
Jesus prayed: Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast 


given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my 
glory, which thou hast given me (John 17 ; 24). 


Teachers : 


He said also to his loved ones: In my Father’s house are 
many mansions : if it were not so, I would have told you. I go 
to prepare a os for you. And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that 
where I am,-there ye may be also (John 14: 2, 3). 


“ 


Female scholars : 

But as. it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of max, the things whieh God hath 
prepared for them that love him “(1 Cor. 2: 9). 


Male scholars: 

And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and 
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things 
are passed away (Rev. 21: 4). 


All the school : 


And there shail be no night there ; and they need no candle, 
neither light of the sun ; for the Lord God pe tn them light ; 
and they shall reign for ever and ever (Rev, 22: 5). 


Superintendent : 
Blessed are they that wash their robes, that they may have 


the right to come to the tree of life, and may enter in by the 
gates into the city (Rev. 22: 14, New Revision). 


iamseeni 


Prayer, in the words of Ephesians 3: 14-21, 


For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is 
named, that he would grant you, according to the riches of his 
glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner 
man; that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith ; that ye, 
being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to compre- 
hend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, 
and height; and to know the love of Christ, which passeth 
knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God. 
Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above 
all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh 
in us, unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus through- 
out all ages, world withoutend. Amen. 


Singing: 


“ All hail the power of Jesus’ name!” 
Benediction, 
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LESSON HELPS. 


LESSON CALENDAR. 
[| Fourth Quarter, 1881.] 





1, October 2.—Free GIVING ....00.4 0200-2 -ccccceccsscssncecces Exod, 35: 25-35 
2. October 9.—The Tabernacle...........sc.cs-cccseceecccces Exod.40: 1-16 
8. October 16.—The Burnt Offering .............00--2---nceneees Lev. 1:1-14 
4, October %3.—The Peace Offering M Lev. 7: 11-18 
5. October 3).—Nadab and Abthu .... 2... .ccccceneeeccsccccees Lev. 10: 1-11 
6. November 6.—The Day of Atonement .................... Lev. 16: 16-30 
7. November 13.—The Feast of Tabernacles................. Lev. 23 : 33-44 
& November 2.—The Year of Jubilee........-++--....cecs00s Lev. 2% 8-17 
9. November 27.—The Serpent in the Wilderness............ Num. 21: 1-49 
10. December 4.—Balaam...............----+0-++ Num, 24: 10-19 
11, December 11.—Last Days of Moses.......-.-....--+-....+- Deut, 32: 44-52 
12. December 18.—Review of the Lessons. 
18. December 2%5.—The Babe and the King ..........-..-.-....-. Isa. 9: 6,7 


LESSON 10, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 1881. 
Title: BALAAM. 


GOLDEN TEXT: A DOUBLEMINDED MAN®IS UNSTABLE IN ALL 
MIS WAYS.—James 1: 8, 


Lesson Topic: An Enforced Service. 


1. Failure Rebuked, v. 10, 11. 
Outline: 2. Pressure Confessed, v. 12-14. 
3. Truth Declared, v. 15-19. 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, Nov. 28: Num, 24: 10-19, An enforced service. 
Tuesday, Nov. 29: Matt. 17:14-21. Failure through unbelief. 
Wednesday, Nov. 30: Matt. 14: 22-31. Failure through fear, 
Thursday, Dec. 1: 2 Cor, 5: 11-21. The presence of love. 
Priday, Dec. 2: 1 Cor. 9: 11-19. The presence of the spirit. 
Saturday, Dec. 3: Acts 26: 22-32. Truth declared before 
rulers. f 
Sunday, Dec, 4: Acts 4+ 5-13, 
council, 


Truth declared before the 


LESSON TEXT. 
(Num, 24: 10-19.] 

10. And Balak’s anger was kindled against Balaam, and he 
smote his hands together: and Balak said unto Balaam, I 
called thee to curse mine enemies, and, behold, thou hast 
altogether blessed them these three times. 

11. Therefore now flee thou to thy place: .I1 thought to pro- 
mote thee unto great honour; but, lo, the Lorp hath kept 
thee back from honour, 

12. And Balaam said unto Balak, Spake I not also to thy 
messengers which thou sentest unto me, saying, 

13. If Balak would give me his house full of silver and gold, 
T cannot go beyond the commandment of the LORD, to do either 
good or bad of mine own mind: but what the LoRD saith, that 
will I speak ? 

14, And now, behold, I go unto my people: come therefore, 
and I will advertise thee what this people shall do to thy peo- 
ple in the latter days, 

15. And he took up his parable, and said, Balaam the son of 
Beor hath said, and the man whose eyes are open hath said : 

16. He hath said, which heard the words of God, and knew 
the knowledge of the Most High, which saw the vision of the 
Almighty, falling into a trance, but having his eyes open: 

17. I shall see him, but not now: I shall behold him, but not 
nigh: there shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre 
shall rise out of Israel, and shall smite the corners of Moab, 
and destroy all the children of Seth. 

18. And Edom shall be a possession, Seir also shall be a pos- 
session for his enemies: and Israel shall do valiantly. 

19. Out of Jacob shall come he that shall have dominion, 
and shall destroy him that remaineth of the city. 


BIBLE. LIGHTS. 


Num, 24: 10, Smote his hands together.——Men shall clap 
. their hands at him, and shal hiss him out of his place. Job 
27: 23.——Thou therefore, son of man, prophesy, and smite 
thine hands together. . . . I will also smite mine hands together, 
and I will cause my fury to rest: { the Lord have said it. Ezek. 
21:14, 17.——Behold, therefore L have smitten mine hand at thy 
dishonest gain which thou hast made. Ezek. 22: 13. 

I called thee to curse mine enemies.——Come now therefore, I 
pray thee, curse me this people; for they are too mighty for 
me. Num. 22: 6.——Balak said unto Balaam, What hast thou 
done untome? I took thee to curse mine enemies, and, behold, 
thou hart blessed them altogether. Num. 23: 11.——Never- 
theless, the Lord thy God would not hearken unto Balaam ; 
but the Lord thy God turned the curse into a blessing unto 
thee. Deut. 23: 5.——They met not the children of Israel 
with bread and with water, but hired Balaam against them, 
that he should curse them. Neh, 13: 2. 

V. 11, The Lord hath kept thee back.——-Many that are first 
shall be last; and the last shall be first. Matt. 19: 30. 

V. 18. I cannot go beyond the commandment.—NMicaiah 
said, As the Lord liveth, what the Lord said unto me, that will 
I speak. 1 Kings 22: 14.——Let thy gifts be to thyself and 
give thy rewards to another ; yet I will read the writing unto 
the king, and make known to him the interpretation. Dan. 
5:17. 

Of mine own mind,——The Lord bringeth the counsel of the 
heathen to nought: he maketh the devices of the people of 
none effect. Psa. 33: 10.——Surely the wrath of men shall 
vraise thee: the remainder of wrath shalt thou restrain, Psa, 

4 





76 : 10.—Thus saith the Lord, thy Redeemer, . . . that frus- 
trateth the tokens of the liars, and maketh diviners mad ; that 
turneth wise men backward, and maketh their knowledge fool- 
ish. Isa, 44: 24, 25. 

V. 14. What this people shall do to thy people.-——And they 
warred against the Midianites, as the Lord commanded Moses ; 
and they slew all the males... . / And the children of Israel 
took all thg women of Midian captives, and their little ones, 
and took the spoil of all their cattle, and all their flocks, and 
all their goods. Num, 31: 7, 9. 





In the latter days. Yet I will bring again the captivity of 
Moab in the latter days, saith the Lord. Jer. 48 : 47.——There 
is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh known 
to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days. 
Dan, 2: 28, I am come to make thee understand what shall 
befall the people in the latter days. Dan. 10: 14.——Thig 
know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. 
2 Tim, 3: 1. 

V.15. Took up his parable.——I will open my mouth ina 
parable: I will utter dark sayings of old. Psa. 78: 2.——Son 
of man, put forth a riddle, and speak a parable unto the house 
of Israel. Ezek. 17 : 2-——Then said I, Ah, Lord God! they 
say of me, Doth he not speak parables? Ezek. 20: 49.——In 
that day shall one take up a parable against you, and lament 
with a doleful lamentation. Micah 2: 4.-—Shall not these 
take up a parable against him, and a taunting proverb against 
him? Hab. 2: 6.——All these things spake Jesus unto the 
multitude in parables; and without a parable spake he not 
unto them. Matt. 13: 34.——They sought to lay hold on him, 
but feared the » eople; for they knew that he had spoken the 
parable against them. Mark 12: 12. 

V.16. The vision of the Almighty.——Then thou_spakest 
in a vision to thy Holy One, and saidst, I have laid help upon 
one that is mighty. Psa. 89: 19.—~—And the vision of the 
evening and the morning which was told is true: wherefore 
shut thou up the vision; for it shall be for many days. . 
And I was astonished at the vision, but none understood it. 
Dan. 8 : 26, 27.—It came to pass that when I was come again 
to Jerusalem, even while I prayed in the temple, I was in a 
trance. Acts 22:17. 


V. 17. I shall see him.——Whom I shall see for myself, and 
mine eyes shall behold, and notanother. Job 19: 27.——They 
shall look upon me whom they have pierced. Zech. 12: 10. 
—- Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see 
him, and they also which pierced him. Rey. 1:7. 


Star out of Jacob.—W here is he that is born King of the 
Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and have come to 
worship him. Matt. 2: 2. Through the tender mercy of our 
God ; whereby the daystar from on high hath visited us. Luke 
1: 78.——We have also a more sure word of prophecy ; where- 
unto ye do well that ye shall take heed, as unto a light that 
shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, aud the daystar 
arise in your hearts. 2 Pet. 1:19. 


A Sceptre shall rise out of Israel.——Thy throne, O God, is 
for ever and ever: the sceptre of thy kingdom is a right scep- 
tre. Psa. 45 : 6.——He chose David also his servant, and took 
him from the sheepfolds: . . . so he fed them according to the 
integrity of his own heart. Psa.78 : 70,72.——Of the increase 
of his government and peace there shall be no end, and u 
the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to 
establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth 
even forever. Isa. 9:7. 


V.19. Out of Jacob.——tThe sceptre shall not depart from 
Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come. 
Gen. 49 : 10. 7 

That*shall have dominion.——Out of thee shall he come 
forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel: whose goings 
forth have been from of old, from everlasting.. Micah 5: 2,—— 
Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth. Matt. 28: 18. Which he 
wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set 
him at his own right hand in the heavenly places. . . . And 
hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head 
over all things to the church. Eph. 1:20, 22. 











LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 

From the time when the serpent was lifted up in the wilder- 
ness, to the reaching the plains of Moab, was not very long. 
All was after the death of Aaron, who died in the same year 
with Moses, doubtless only a few months earlier. 

In order to get a clear View of the events of this lesson, we 
need to follow up the journeys of Israel, as recorded both in 
Numbers 21, 22, and in Numbers 33. Some confusion respect- 
ing Moab will be avoided if it is remembered that until 
Israel’s advance, all northern Moab, or that above the Arnon, 
was in the hands of Sihon, king of the Amorites, while Balak, 
king of Moab, was shut below the Arnon. Hence, when the 
Israelites passed through and conquered northern Moab, they 
had no war with the Moabites themselves. The “ plains of 
Moab” are opposite Jericho, yet Arnon is stated as the 
northern border of Moab. But with a little care, this double 
use of the name Moab need not trouble us. 

From Zalmonah, Israel had gone to Punon, to Oboth, to 
Ije-abarim, to the valley of Zared, over the Arnon into the 
wilderness, to Mattanah, to Nahaliel, to Bamoth (called also 
Dibon-gad), to Almon-diblathaim, to Pisgah (called also 
Mountains of Abarim before: Nebo), and to the plains of 
Moab. On the way the host had overcome Sihon in the 








battle of Jahaz, and Og in the battle of Edrei; and thus had 
beéome conqueror of the land of the Amorites (including 
northern Moab), and of Bashan. : 

It is not necessary to suppose that the battles of Jahaz and 
Edrei occurred at the time that all the children of Israel 
were near those places. The great mass of the people did 
not come to Edrei at all. Moreover, Bamoth was in northern 
Moab, and Israel must have conquered Sihon before they 
reached that city. The battle of Jahaz, notwithstanding its 
place in the order of narrative, probably occurred while the 
people were encamped in the wilderness beyond Arnon— 
Arnon here meaning its principal branch, the present Seil es 
Saideh. Its other branch, now Wady Enkheileh, was prob- 
ably the Nahaliel (“brook of God”) of Numbers 21. 

At the junction of these two wadies are the ruins of a large 
city, which answers to the location of the biblical Ar or Ir of 
Moab. This was probably the “city of Moab” (in the 
Hebrew it is Ir-Moab) where Balaam first met Balak. A name 
Balu‘a in the region, a few miles south, may be a memorial 
of the prophet. And, as may be seen by looking carefully, 
it is probable that Israel’s fighting men were just returned 
from the battle of Jahaz to the camp, before the host had 
crossed the Wady Enkheileh and gone to Bamoth. 

From Ar Balak took Balaam to Kirjath-huzoth to,see the 
multitude of Israel. This place the Talmud identifies with 
“the city of Sihon, which is Birosha.” This seems to be the 
top of Jebel Shihan, where now are ruins. It overlooks the 
whole region, and it is only about four miles from the Ar 
above mentioned. 

The next place where Balaam blessed Israel was Bamoth- 
Baal. This was the same region as the Bamoth and Dibon- 
gad, whither Israel had moved. Bamoth (“high places” or 
“altars”’) was a place near Dibon, mentioned on the Moabite 
Stone, but its site has not been identified. Here Balaam 
blessed Israel. ‘ 

The third place was “the field of Zophim, to the top of 
Pisgah.” Israel had now come into northern Moab, and 
Balak could follow—where he had not dared to go while 
Sihon held the ground. They had doubtless passed Almon- 
diblathaim (mentioned as Beth-diblathaim in Jeremiah and 
on the Moabite Stone), and were “in the mountains of Aba- 
rim, before Nebo,” or at Iisgah. 

The fourth and last time, which includes the event and 
prophecy of this lesson, was probably after Israel had come 
down into the plains of Moab; and then Balaam blessed 
Israel from Peor. 

It thus seems that Balak and Balaam followed the children 
of Israel up from the time of about the battle of Jahaz till 
they had reached the brink of Jordan; Balak attempting to 
get the people cursed at every conspicuous point. 

The place whence Balaam came was Pethor, in Aram, as it 
is called in one place, or Aram-naharaim, as it is called in 
another. The first means Syria, the second means Syria-be- 
tween-the-rivers. It was also on the Euphrates, as the correct 
rendering of the Hebrew shows. This was the Mesopotamia 
of the Old Testament, but not of the classic Greek writers ; 
whose Mesopotamia was that which we now understand by 
the term. The “mountains of the East” whence Balaam was 
brought must have been somewhere on the upper Euphrates 
Pethor is unknown. The name is apparently derived from a 
word meaning “ to reveal,” and the place has been conjectured 
to have been a headquarters of the Magi. 


CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY TALBOT W. CHAMBERS, D.D. 


Balak was king of Moab. Dreading the approach of the 
Israelites, he sent all the way to the Euphrates for a celebrated 
prophet named Balaam to come and pronounce a curse upon 
his foes. Balaam came, and repeatedly endeavored to fulfill 
his engagement, but was somehow prevented, the curse in his 
mouth being turned into a blessing. The lesson before us 
recounts what took place after his last failure to do the king’s 
bidding. 

Verse 10.— Balak’s anger was kindled. Not wholly without 
reason. He had engaged the prophet at a large price to curse 
Israel, and yet the seer had done just the opposite. On its 
face it was a glaring breach of contract.—Smote his hands 
together. An expression of wrath. (See Ezek. 20:17.) The 
intensity of his disappointment and passion is shown by his 
words.—TI called thee to curse. The king shared in what was 
the general opinion of the heathen world in his day, that 
persons like Balaam could, by sacrifices, work upon the gods 
they served so as to secure their efficacious influence in con- 
trolling events. This result did not depend upon the moral 
character of the prophet, but upon his gifts and position. His 
interposition, therefore, could be bought with money. Balak 
having paid liberally (22: 7) expected such an anathema as 
would confound his foes.—Behold. Calls attention to the 
fact as something quite umexpected and unreasonable.— 
Hast altogether blessed them. He had pronounced them 
blessed, and predicted for them enlargement, prosperity, and 
victory.— These three times. Balak, supposing that perhaps 
locality had something to do with Balaam’s course, shifted 
his position again and again in hope that thus a change of 








Nov 








tone | 
the b 


addir 
Thow 


(Jehe 
sneer 
part 
restré 
at th 
been 
Ve 
with 
and ¥ 
The 
mere 
heart 
his e 
He d 
told 
utter: 
would 
utter: 
expr 
what 
God, 
whon 
peop! 
with 
hence 
whic! 
signi 
“enck 
in th 
pret : 
the u 
that 
the I 
his u 
He is 
strea 
made 
respc 
Ve 
digni 
just s 
lang 
come 
comr 
Israe 
of th 
indet 
utter 
Ve 
= a& 
deno! 
here, 
claus 
eyes | 
critic 
that 
impe 
Ve 


The 
inspi 
prost 
Ever 
sion, 
Ve 
unde 
allel: 


T see 
proy 
now 
nex 
yet 
Th 


but 


It 


November 19, 1881.] 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


743 








tone might be induced. But the result was still the same, 
the blessing becoming stronger rather than weaker. 

Verse 11.— Therefore, now flee. He gives him his dismissal, 
adding what was doubtless intended as a stinging reproach.— 
Thought to promote thee. Reminding him of the pecuniary 
and other rewards he had forfeited —But, lo, the Lord 
(Jehovah) hath kept thee. This seems something like a 
sneer. Balaam had professed entire willingness on his own 
part to do what the king wished, but professed to be 
restrained by Jehovah (22: 38; 23: 12, 26). Balak mocked 
at this profession: This Jehovah of whom you speak has 
been the means of a serious loss to you. 

Verses 12, 13.—And Balaam said. The answer is given 
with great spirit, and like nearly all that Balaam said is just 
and weighty. It was the acts of the diviner that were wrong. 
The only fault of his words was that they were uttered 
merely in mechanical obedience to the divine will. His 
heart was not inthem. The true fear of God was not before 
his eyes, but his own worldly interests.—Spake Inot unto thee. 
He defends himself by recalling what he had in the outset 
told the king’s messengers (22: 18). In the light of these 
utterances Balak had no just ground of offense.—//f Balak 
would give me his house full of silver and gold. A very strong 
utterance, and yet every way appropriate. But these words 
expressed only what Balaam thought he ought to feel, not 
what he did feel. He was, it appears, a follower of the true 
God, whose name (Jehovah) he so often uses, one of those of 
whom we have slight notices, who, outside of the covenant 
people, still. retained a pure monotheistic faith. But 
with this he united superstitious magical arts, and 
hence is called (Josh. 13: 22) “the soothsayer,” a term 
which is never confounded in Scripture with the word 
signifying prophet. And so he was wont to seek for 
“enchantments” (24: 1), or rather auguries, some appearance 
in the sky or on the earth, which he would be able to inter- 
pret as a portent. Yet while he was willing to try to change 
the unchangeable (23 : 19), he knew that it was wrong, and 
that no possible reward could compensate for disobedience to 
the Lord.— But what the Lord saith. He had no doubt that 
his utterances came from Jehovah. Nor need we cherish any. 
He is the one instance in the Old Testament, in which a pure 
stream comes through an impure channel, an unholy man is 
made an organ of the Holy Ghost. [Caiaphas is the one cor- 
responding instance in the New Testament (John 11: 49, 52).] 

Verse 14.— And now, behold, 2 go. There is a simple 
dignity in Balaam’s words, neither anger nor sneers, but a 
just self-vindication. If only his conduct had agreed with his 
language.— Come, therefore, and I will advertise thee. Better, 
come, let me counsel thee. He offers to complete the divine 
communications respecting the prospective relations between 
Israel and Moab.—ZJn the latter days. Literally, in the end 


of the days. A very frequent phrase, to denote the remote, 
indefinite future. It was the constant horizon of prophetic 
utterances. 


Verse 15.—Parable (23:7, 18; 24:3). A word originally 
=a comparison, and then in usage variously applied to 
denote a proverb, a maxim, an expanded metaphor, or, as 
here, an elaborate prophetic utterance.—Hath said. In both 
clauses “saith” is more accurate and appropriate.— Whose 
eyes are open. Better, with closed eyes, as most modern 
critics. His bodily eyes were closed to the external world 
that his inner eyes might be open to the visions the Spirit 
imparts (v. 16). 

Verse 16.—Hath said. Saith. 


He saith who heareth the words of God, 

And knoweth the knowledge of the Most High, 
Who seeth the vision of the Almighty, 

Falling down, and having his eyes opened. 


The whole verse is a vivid description of prophetic 
inspiration. Under this divine afflatus the seer falls 
prostrate, but his eyes are open,—literally, uncovered. 
Every veil being removed, he has clear spiritual apprehen- 
sion, and the future is unrolled before his glance. 

Verse 17.—Here follows the vision, which is more easily 
understood if rendered anew and put in its appropriate par- 
allelisms : 

I see him, but not now; 

I behold him, but not nigh : 

A Star is come forth out of Jacob, 

And a Sceptre is risen out of Israel, 

And hath smitten through the corners of Moab, 
And hath broken down all the sons of tumult, 


I see him. Not with the bodily eye (as in 23: 9), but in 
prophetic vision.— But not now. That is, though he be not 
now. Him—The prince represented in the metaphors of the 
next lines. The use of the pronoun to stand for a person not 
yet named is common in Oriental poetry.—But not nigh. 
Though he be not nigh. The prophetic gaze of the seer is 
fixed not on the people encamped on the plain below him, 
but on a personage far off in space and in time.—A Star is 
risen. Now he describes him. The star among all 
nations has served as a symbol of royal power and splendor. 
It recurs, too, in Scripture (Isa. 14:12; Rev. 22:16). How 
current ig was among the Jews, as a well-understood emblem 
of the Messiah, is strikingly illustrated by the fact that the 





well-known pretender in the reign of Hadrian adopted the 
name of Bar-cochab, the Son of a Star.—Out of Jacob. It is 
not a vague declaration of some sort of a conqueror, but of 
one springing from the covenant people.—A Sceptre. The 
emblem of sovereignty is put for the sovereign. This cor- 
responds ‘to the star in the previous clause, just as Israel 
here does to Jacob there. These must be a reference to the 
star of the wise men from the East (Matt.2:29). That 
heavenly orb was not what Balaam saw, but it announced 
that the star predicted by the old seer from the Euphrates 
had now arisen in the birth of the King of the Jews. Ba- 
laam said, “I see him.’ The magi said, “We have seen 
his star.’—Hath smitten through. It is not a barren or im- 
potent sceptre which this exalted personage bears. Every 
enemy is to be overcome by him, of which a type ahd speci- 
men is given in the fate of that power in whose aid Balaam 
had been summoned.— The corners of Moab. Literally, the 
two sides, including all that lay between. A preliminary 
fulfillment was seen in the victories of David, but the final 
reference looks far beyond his day. And that the proper 
name occurs here only as a figurative localization of a gen- 
eral overthrow is shown by the parallel clause—all the sons 
of tumult. (Compare Jer. 48:45; Amos 2:2.) Warriors of 
every class, no matter how fierce and terrible, shall be dashed 
in pieces. The association of the utter and violent overthrow 
of enemies with the coming of Messiah" is not unusual (see 
Psa. 2, 45, 72, 110). 
Verse 18 continues the list of his triumphs. 

der: 

‘‘And Edom shall be a possession, 

And Seir shall be a possession, his enemies ; 

While Israel getteth wealth.” 


The same region and people are designated, first by the 
later, then by the older name (Gen. 36: 8). Under both 
appellations they had a common, permanent characteristic, 
that of enemies to the chosen race. Yet they should become 
a tranquil possession of those whom they resisted. The last 
clause sets forth the contrast on the side of Israel. His foes 
decay and pass into the hands of others, while he grows ever- 
more in resources and power. The common version “ doeth 
valiantly ” is approved by many critics, but while it is not 
inapt, the other seems more in accordance with Scripture 
usage of the original words. Yet, perhaps both senses may 
be embraced. The general sense is clear. Overthrow is 
before Israel's foes, but for himself, valor, victory and wealth. 
Substantially the same thought is contained in the conclud- 
ing verse. 

Verse 19.—Modern critics vary the rendering of this verse, 
which is quite elliptical, but the common version gives the 
sense.— Out of Jacob. From the bosom of the chosen people 
is to come the real and permanent ruler.—The remnant out 
of the city. That is, whatever had previously escaped. Not 
only an overthrow in open battle, but the destruction of all 
fugitives. : 

The predictions of conquest here given were in part ful- 
filled in the victories of David (2 Sam. 8: 2, 13, 14), but the 
final scope of the passage looks far beyond his day. Here we 
are to see what is often found in the later prophets (e. g. Isa. 
11: 14), namely, the use of these rivals and foes of Israel 
as representatives of all the nations that were hostile to the 
theocracy. Just as Jacob isa type of the kingdom of the 
Messiah, so Edom and Moab figure as types of the enemies of 
that kingdom. Aud hence pictures of the destruction of the 
latter do not refer to any one temporary overthrow of a par- 
ticular nation, but to the whole body of the enemies of the 
truth of every name and in every place. See the terrible 
delineation in the 34th chapter of Isaiah (which cannot 
possibly be exhatisted in the literal Edom), and the brilliant 
dramatic outline in the 63d chapter of the same Prophet : 

Who is this that cometh from Edom, 
With dyed garments from Bozrah ? 

This that is glorious in his apparel, 
Marching in the greatness of his strength ? 
I that speak in righteousness, 

Mighty to save. 


We ren- 


“THE ERROR OF BALAAM.” 
BY CHARLES 8. ROBINSON, D.D. 

It is not necessary to enter upona strict analysis of passages 
of Scripture in order to show what was the character of a man 
upon whom four inspired writers have in turn pronounced 
condemnation across a reach of fifteen hundred years ; Micah 
in the Old Testament (6: 5); Peter in his second epistle (2: 
15, 16) ; and John in the Apocalypse (2: 14). 

Some lessons of such a man’s life, however, might well 





occupy our attention; and they will be fitly grouped around 


the Golden Text given for a motto to to-day’s study of 
Balaam’s biography. 
I. First of all, we learn that the almighty God keeps the 


steady hand of his control over even those who sometimes | 


think themselves quite safely outside of his jurisdiction. 
This man Balaam was not an Israelite; he lived in Mesopo- 
tamia, far away over the frontier of another land. Yet God 
was aware of his existence, brought him forward into remark- 
able history, and actually suffered him to receive some measure 








of heavenly favor. He introduced him into that circle of 
inspired seers who foretold the coming of his Son as the 
Messiah, and he made him the messenger of one of the great- 
est formulas of benediction Israel ever received. 

But still we must remember that while the divine hand was 
on Balaam, it was also over him. God permits no one ever 
to pass out from under his control. This bold bad man had 
to acknowledge this limit again and again.(Num., 24: 13). He 
could not go beyond the divine command to do either good or 
bad of his own mind. It is possible in our time for one who 
facetiously calls himself “an outsider” to imagine he is inde- 
pendent of his Maker, But he will find some day that the 
almighty God has started him, and checked him, and always in 
the end held him up to another purpose thar hisown, He may 
in a few instances have been granted a margin for the play of 
an undevout self-will; but even in his wildest moments he 
has been made to hear a voice like that which spoke to Sen- 
nacherib: “ Because thy rage against me and thy tumult is 
come up into mine ears, therefore I will put my hook in thy 
nose, and my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by 
the way by which thou camest ” (2 Kings 19: 28). 

II. Hence a fresh lesson for us: It is possible that even a 
bad man shall do God’s will and.serve him in high historic 
crises. 

We speak of Balaam as a prophet; he is not so called in the 
Old Testament. He did a sudden work of prediction, but he 
had no fixed office as a revealer of Jehovah’s counsels to men. 
He is introduced to our notice by his right name; he is “a 
soothsayer,” or, as the margin of our English Bible explains it, 
“a diyiner.” » Just what this means it is not easy tosay. The 
man certainly had a vast fame, reaching beyond the borders of 
his own land. He was credited with the power of lfarming by 
his malediction, and helping by his blessing, those whom he 
hated or loved. The question whether this endowment came 
from devils or from God has been argued in almost every 
treatise of the theologians. No matter what he had to begin 
with ; at the time when we come into contact with him, he is 
plainly inspired from on high. All his wonderful acquisitions 
and potencies are summoned into the service of the King of 
heaven, and he‘is acting as one of the most absolute servants 
of God (Num. 22: 20). 

Ungodly men might welf study this most pathetic picture 
of Balak leading such a creature as Balaam around from 
place to place, giving him one trial after another, in the petu- 
lant hope that he is going soon to get in some way a comfort- 
ing curse for the hated Israel, and still all the time listening 
to unwilling blessings instead. The humiliated soothsayer 
takes his rebukes from the king, from the angel, from the 
ass, and yetcan only say with each failure (Num, 22: 38): “ Lo 
I am come unto thee: have I now any power at all to say 
any thing?” And meantime God is using him for his own 
great glory ! . 

III. We may learn, in the third place, that mere natural 
endowments or spiritual gifts are quite insufficient for prac- 
tical good, when the heart of the possessor is not right in 
God’s sight. , 

It avails nothing to call this man one of the “ higher spirits ” 
of his age. The fine poetry of Balaam given in these various 
blessings of Israel would make them rank with the Psalms ; 
it shows that he had a mind of rare powers. Indeed, every 
presentation of this remarkable foreigner proves him to have 
been one of the chief personages of the time. And beyond 
all this, at such a supreme moment the Holy Ghost is resting 
upon him; his “eyes are open;” he has God’s words; he 
knows the knowledge of the Most High; he sees the visions 
of the Almighty (v. 16). Such language is really extraor- 
dinary, and the historic picture has true grandeur in it. 

But now we are forced to recall that this soothsayer was 
ot accepted as a religious man , and is not to be reckoned as 
asaved man. All unsanctified learning, all unhallowed tal- 
ents, all unconseerated acquisitions, only increase responsi- 
bility in the possessor; much is required of him to whom 
much is given ; and all spiritual illumination brings increase 
of obligation to service, and fixes greater guilt in the end 
upon the transgressor: to him that knoweth to do good, and 
doeth it not, to him it is sin (Jas. 4: 17). 

IV. We may learn also how it is that just one vitiating 
element in it sometimes ruins an otherwise attractive char- 
acter. 

What was the trouble with Balaam? In some things he 
appears so good, why in all things is he not better? The 
apostle Peter asserts that he “loved the wages ‘of unright- 
eousness.” To this the apostle Jude adds that “the error of 
Balaam” was that he sought “reward” for his cursing of 
Israel. The man himself makes allusion to a “house full of 
silver and gold” every time he speaks of Balak as his 
employer in shame; evidently he was a covetous man. 

Now covetousnéss is “idolatry” (Col. 3: 5). It puts greed 
in the place of God; it exalts mammon to an equality with 
Christ in worship. Hence all Balaam’s excellences went 
for naught. They actually heightened his wickedness. 
Kneeling before his idol, the more devotion he showed, the 
deeper was his guilt. No matter how many nor how illus- 
trious his fine qualities, they all went down with his heart to 
the low level where his treasure was. The New Testament 
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epitaph would well become his grave: “ One thing thou lack- 
eat,” 

V. Let us learm, in the fifth place, that principle, and not 
feeling alone, is the basis of all true religious character. 

So vivid are these images in the poetry of Balaam, as he 
sees the beautiful prosperity of Israel shining out before his 
vision in singing, that we cannot help thinking he must have 
grown personally enthusiastic once in a while over the fair 
prospect ; he must have felt some sort of interior response to 
the glorious predictions of blessing he was at the instant 
uttering. But even if he did, the passing emotion would not 
be suffered to count ; the purpose of his life was wrong: “A 
double-minded man is unstable in all his ways.” 

VI. Once more: See the sadness of a lost chance for a soul ; 
a wasted opportunity for repentance; a crisis of existence 
with a hope for eternity in it neglected, and so the door swing- 
ing, closed. 

A great shadow falls across our picture at the close of the 
story ; Balaam is a bad man, but he might have been better. 
The way was open for him to serve God as to others. Even 
higher privileges and brighter intelligence than usual came 
within his reach. Something more suggestive than appéars 
in the Old Testament is found in the mention made of this 
man by three New Testament disciples. 

The explanation of this is furnished in the record (v. 17). 
Balaam saw the day of Christ afar off, as Absaham did ; only 
he was by no means “glad” as was the father of the faithful. 
This soothsayer from Pethor actually caught a glimpse of the 
Star of Bethlehem. He might have followed the light of it 
and been saved. He refused his chance of salvation through 
folly of greed. He is among the “cursed children” to-day, 
and ljes gomewhere suffering God’s wrath ; so says the New 
Testament. ; 

VII. Learn, for another lesson, that it is quite useless to 
hope that a death-bed repentance and a salutary end will ren- 
der the darkness of an undevout life satisfactory and safe. 


It will perhaps surprise some Scripture-quoting people to |: 


find that Balaam was the man who gave to the Bible those 
familiar words: “ Let me die the death of the righteous, and 
let my last end be like his!” (23: 10.) One could charit- 
ably wish that he had had his prayer. But there is no hint 
of it. No edifying experience of a final surrender and 
acceptance meets us in the story. Balaam disappears from the 
Bible history henceforth. And our saddest reflection, as we 
close the pages of his brilliant biography, is that he is only a 
beacon-light to burn on the shores of time in order to warn 
off the rest of the race from being wrecked upon the shoals 
where his life’s bark was stranded. His heart was exercised 
with covetous practices; so he forsook the right way and 
went astray; he could not retrace those wandering steps of 
the past by any mere vision of a “ last end.” 

Alas for the spiritual Balaams in all our congregations 
and all our classes! This man seems so mysterious, and yet 
the lessons of his career are all commonplace: will they be 
heeded to-day ? 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 


BY H, CLAY TRUMBULL, 


Balak’s anger was kindled, . . . and Balak said,. . . I called 
thee to curse mine enemies, and, behold, thou hast altogether 
blessed them (v.10). Balak was not the last man to get angry 
because some one spoke well of those to whom he wished ill. 
Those who are our enemies we should be glad to have counted 
public enemies ; at all events, we want our friends to be hostile 
tothem. We are apt to take it as a personal affront when 
one who knows us well speaks warmly of one whom we greatly 
dislike. To praise the other party in politics, to speak 
admiringly of a rival section of the country, to tell of the 
advantages offered by one of our competitors in business,—is 
to put the speaker over against us in a hostile attitude. 
even a little risky to say anything in praise of a social rival 
—a rival beauty, or a rival wit, or a rival favorite of any sort. 
Not everybody who is disturbed in this direction strikes the 
hands together, and says right out what Balak said; but a 
great many who make noshow of their anger feel like smiting 
their hands and stamping their feet, and saying, “ There now! 
I thought I could depend on you; but it seems you are ready 
to take sides against me, and join with my enemies.” If our 
enemies are God’s friends, we want our friends to consider us 
and our interests in all their dealings with those who are over 
against us. That’s the way we are too prone to think about 
these things. 

I thought to promote thee wnto great honour ; but, lo, the Lord 
hath kept thee back from honour (v.11). How those men who are 
wise in their own conceit, and who think more of the things 
of this life than of those of eternity, do pity the poor creatures 
who have no one but God to take care of them, and who fail 
to sell out everything that is worth living for, when they 
might have got hard cash in return for it all. Why, there 
are modern Balaks who really think it would have been 
better for a man to have made a million of dollars in stocks 
or trade, by “giving himself up to business,” than to have 
lived on from hand to mouth, winning the love of his home 
dear ones and of needy neighbors by untiring service in 
their behalf through his utter devotion to Christ and Christ’s 


It is 





loved ones. There are those who think it very foolish for a 
man to scruple at “the ordinary methods in politics,” or the 
prudent and common subserviency to men of place and 
power, when by so slight a surrender of principle or of personal 
independence he could have been in Congress from his dis- 
trict, or have had anything he would ask for from the “ Boss 
of the Ring.” They see that the trouble with these poor fel- 
lows is that they will do as the Lord directs; but they pity 
them all the more for that. They shake their hands sadly, 
and say with unmistakable regret: “ We thought to promote 
thee unto great honor ; but, lo, the Lord hath kept thee back 
from honor.” These descendants of Balak are in every com- 
munity; and they are pretty prominent there, too. 

If Balak would give me his house full of silver and gold, I can* 
not go beyond the commandment of the Lord (v. 13), That 
sounds very pious ; but there’s nothing to Balaam’s credit in jt. 
He doesn’t say, “I wouldn’t go beyond the Lord’s command- 
ment, however much I could make by it,” but, “I couldn’t.” 
There was the trouble. He was ready to do all the harm he 
could to the Lord’s people, and he was sorry he couldn’t do 
more; but he had to admit that the Lord had set limits to 
his deviltry, and that the whole of Balak’s wealth couldn’t 
buy a passage through those limits, There are a great many 
persons in this world who have to admit that they are unable 
to do all the wrong they would like to do, and that they are 
sorry that this isso. Not that they’d do wrong just because 
it was wrong, or because it would harm anybody else, but 
that they see how much could be made by a suggested wrong 
course, or how they would enjoy the results of an imagined 
sin—if only the Lord hadn’t put those troublesome and in- 
surmountable barriers in their way. A good deal of the well 
doing in life is attributable to the fact that the Lord cannot 
be hired toconsent to the wrong, rather than that the tempted 
one couldn’t be hired to do wrong if only he saw the way 
how. Silver and gold fails to bring about a world of evil— 
that it cannot compass, 

Which heard the words of God, and knew the knowledge of the 
Most High (v.16). That's the source of knowledge to saint 
or sinner, to prophet or king. If Balaam has any message 
worth hearing, it’s a message from God. If he knows any- 
thing that is worth knowing, it is because God has taught it 
to him. And so with every teacher. It’s not how much 
Hebrew and Greek he knows, but how much he has learned 
out of the Old Testament and the New—whether in the 
original text, or in the poorest version of his vernacular. 
So also with every preacher. The measure of his power is 
the teachableness of his heart as a learner from God, rather 
than the brightness of his brain as a talker about God. If you 


.go to your class next Sunday with any special power for the 


impressing of your scholars, it will be because you have heard 
the words of God, and know the knowledge of the Most High, 
about the lesson of the day, and not because you’ve found “a 
first-class illustration,” or “got something to show, which 
will hold those boys’ eyes, any way.” The words of any man, 
before or since the days of Balaam, which are words of most 
truth and weight, are words which can be prefaced by “ Thus 
saith the Lord.” Don’t have any doubt about this, 

Israel shall do valiantly. Out of Jacob shall come he that shall 
have dominion (vs.18, 19). It is in times of darkness and ad- 
versity that God’s promises of blessing to his people, and of tri- 
umph to his Sen, are most comforting. And it is then that they 
seem most prominent and explicit. It is when the barren 
desert stretches behind Israel, and the rugged hills frown on 
their either hand, and determined enemies are before them, 
or are watching their pathway, that the Divine word comes to 
them with an assurance of safety, of success, of gladness, and 
of glory, And then is the time for Israel to rest on the prom- 
ises. It is not what people say is the prospect ; it is not what 
the times seem to foretell ; it is not what our mere human rea- 
son shows as inevitable, that we are to count on as just ahead— 
to ourselves, to our loved ones, to our country, or tothe church 
of Christ; but it is what God says shall be—for us or for 
them. Heaven and earth shall pass away, but God’s word 
shall not pass away till all be fulfilled. What God said by 
Balaam, as well as what God said by every other prophet 
through whom he gave a message to, or of, his children, stands 
sure to-day ; and neither the wrath nor the folly of man, nor 
the gates of hell, shall prevail against it. 





TEACHING HINTS. 


This lesson brings out three truths prominently: (1.) It 
is not enough for a man to know what is right; that by no 
means ensures his doing what is right. (2.) No man can 
harm those whom God protects. A house full of silver and 
gold cannot buy a curse where God decrees a blessing. 
(3.) God has plans for his people which includes their final 
happiness and glory, The Son of God shall yet have dominion 
everywhere, and the people of God shall do valiantly, and 
have safety and rest. 

It is a very common thing to say that men do wrong because 
they are ignorant and misguided ; and that it is their surround- 
ings which keep them from understanding their duty, and 
walking in the way of it. But here is Balaam, knowing that 
God is supreme, being taught of God, having his eyes open, 
and yet deliberately ready to do all the harm he can to God’s 


‘open, 











people, and only sorry because he cannot do more. There is 
a great deal of wrong done unwittingly; but there is a great 
deal more wrong done by those who fall having their eyes 
Your scholars undoubtedly sin more or less through 
ignorance; but which of them can say that he always does as 
well as he knows how? Which of them obeys the command- 
ments of God just as far as he understands them? Is the 
Balaam element so far rooted out of your class?—or out of 
your heart and life ? 

There would be a great deal more of harm done in this 
world, with men as they are, if God did not restrain evil, put 
bounds to iniquity, and hold back transgressors from going 
their full length in mis-doing. It is a comfort to know that 
God is watching over us and ours, shielding from harm, keep- 
ing back threatened evil, restraining and disarming enemies. 
Were this not the case, we could never have a: sense of 
security. Our best purposes and our noblest endeavors would 
not prove our protection. But putting ourselves in our 
Saviour’s care, we can move on, or remain quiet, without 
anxiety or fear. Jealousy, hatred, slander, misrepresenta- 
tion, can never do us harm, and those whom we love and 
whom Christ loves are as safe as we are ;“ so that we may 
boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what 
man shall do unto me.” 

And with all the good things that we have of God, the best 
things are still in store for us. We are Christ’s and Christ is 
God’s, and we are heirs with Christ, and workers together 
with God, Christ’s dominion is yet to be extended and 
established, and we are to share in its greater glories. What- 
ever seems amiss in the state of things now, all will be 
righted by and by. After the clouds and darkness there 
shall come light and gladness. We may suffer now ; but we 
shall reign hereafter. 

It ought to be a profitable lesson for,us—this one of 
Balaam. His misdoing in spite of his advantages—his falling 
having his eyes open—ought to be a warning to us, And his 
inability, with all of Balak’s wealth and power back of him, 
to even speak a word of cursing against the people of God, 
ought to be acomfort to us. Moreover, the promises that God 
gave through him, and the prophecies that God had him 
utter, are yet to find their full completion, and we ought to 
make them our own, and rest on them hopefully. Balaam has 
good lessons for all of us, in spite of his evil purposes and his 
double-minded ways. 
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HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER, 


After a brief review of last week’s lesson, trace on the map 
or blackboard the journey of the Israelites. It was almost 
forty years since their fathers left Egypt. There were not 
many old people among them, for nearly all who started from 
Egypt had sinned and died in the wilderness. Yet God 
loved and led them day by day, and at the time of this story 
they were encamped on the eastern side of the river Jordan 
among the groves of acacia-trees which grew above the bank. 

On the other side of the river they could see green fields, 
and palm-trees around the city of Jericho,—a place they 
hoped to conquer. Balak, the king of Moab, heard of the 
great company of people on the border of his land. What 
could he do? He resolved to send for the greatest prophet 
and wonder-worker he knew, and would offer him gold and 
honors if he would curse Israel in the name of the Lord. 
It was Balaam for whom hesent,—a prophet who came from the 
country where Abraham lived many years before, the grand- 
father of the man for whom God’s people were called Israel. 
Who was that? The first time Balak sent for Balaam he 
refused ; he sent again, princes were the messengers with 
promises of honor and any gifts that he might ask. What 
was Balaam’s answer? 

Yet in his heart he wanted to go; that “no” had a “yes” in 
it, for he kept the men all night. In the night God said he 
might go, but could only speak the words he gave him to say. 
On the way Balaam was angry and ill-tempered, and three 
times he whipped the faithful ass which had safely carried 
him on many a journey. She started from the road, and he 
beat her; she turned again, and hurt his foot by running 
against a wall, he beat her again; farther on she fell under 
him, and he beat her for that. God opened the mouth of the 
poor creature, and let her speak to the angry man. Then God 
opened his eyes and let him see what the ass, wiser than her 
master, had seen before,—an angel with a sword which might 
have killed him had not the ass turned away. 

The angel talked with Balaam ; then he went on with the 
princes, and King Balak came out to meet him. Three times 
he took him to high hills, where he could see the Israelites. 
And when they had built altars and offered sacrifices Balaam 
spoke; but they were words of blessing, not curses, Each 
time Balak would take him to another place, and say, “Curse 
them from this place.” But Balaam said, “God is not a man, 
that he should lie.” Then he looked over the great rows of 
tents in the encampment among the trees, and said again of 
Israel, “ His kingdom shall be exalted.” King Balak was 
angry, and, striking his hands in rage, he said, “ I thought to 
bring thee to honor, but the Lord hath kept thee from 
honor.” Was.that true? Could any honors of a heathen 
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king equal the blessing of God? Balaam reminded him of 
what he told the messengers about the silver and gold. What 
was that? Balaam not only could not curse Israel, but he 
said, “I will tell thee what this people shall do to thy people 
in the Jatter days.” He showed that God made him see the 
future, as if his eyes were looking on a picture spread before 
him. 

God used the wicked prophet who did not want to obey, so 
that he told a heathen king of the coming of the Saviour. 
What did the wise men who went to Bethlehem see going 
before them? Whose birth did that prove tothem? That 
was the One whem Balaam called the “Star out of Jacob.” 
David was the great king who came to rule over the people 
of Israel, and from his family was born the child of Bethle- 
hem, often called the “Son of David.” Balaam talked about 
asceptre. Who holds asceptre? Of what is that a sign? 

Instead of that, God showed him that one should come 
from his chosen people who should be king over all the world, 
and rule and reign forever. 

When old Jacob lay dying, he talked of a Sceptre that 
should never depart from his nation until one came who 
should gather all people to himself. 

Christ came, as Balaam saw him coming ; dwelt here on earth ; 
died, and rose again, and in words in a vision to John, his 
beloved disciple, he said, “I am the root and offspring of 
David, and the bright and morning star.” 


QUESTION HINTS. 


BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE, 





Iutroductory—Draw roughly an outline map, and mark 
Mount Hor, Mount Pisgah, Edom, Moab, and the Amorites. 
Trace the journey from Mount Hor to the locality of our 
present lesson, naming each encampment, and briefly relating 
incidents of interest. (Have answer well prepared from Num. 
21: 4, 10-35; Josh. 2: 10; Deut. 3: 10,11; Num, 22: 1.) 
Who was ‘king of Moab, and why was he afraid of Israel ? 
(Num, 22: 2-4.) What prophecy was thus fulfilled ? (Exod. 
15: 15.) Where dwelt Balaam ; how had he become famous, 
and why did Moab send for him? (Num. 22: 5-7; 23: 7; 
Deut. 23: 4.) (Use Moab instead of Balak, to avoid con- 
fusion of names.) What clue to Balaam’s origin does the 
name Aram give us? (Gen. 10: 22.) What great patriarch 
was descended from Shem and dwelt in Mesopotamia? (Gen. 
11:31.) How do you account for Balaam’s knowledge of 
the true God? How many times did he seek the Lord’s per- 
mission to go curse his people? (Num. 22: 7-36.) Describe 
the meeting with the king (22: 37-41). How many times, 
and with what result, did he inquire of the Lord that he 
might curse his people? (Num. 23.) In what respects should 
we limit our asking? How did Balaam’s third blessing differ 
from the preceding? (Num. 24: 1-9). 

Numbers 24: 10.—How is the carnal mind affected by the 
preaching of doctrines detrimental to its conceived interests ? 
Why did Balaam desire to curse this people? (Jude 11; 
2 Pet. 2: 15). Is such desire sometimes right, or always 
wrong? (Matt. 5:44; Rom. 12: 14; Luke 9: 54, 55; Judg. 
5:23; 2 Kings 1: 10,12.) Did he know that they were the 
Lord’s peculiar people, or did he not? (22: 12; 23: 7, 9, 10, 
23, 24.) How does our adversary want us to regard his ser- 
vice in comparison with the Lord’s? (v.11; Gen. 3:1, 4; 
Matt. 4:9.) How is the Lord’s service hard, and how is it. 
easy? (Matt. 16: 24, 25; 11: 28-30.) Was Balaam’s sin in 
the words spoken, or in the desires entertained? (vs. 12, 13.) 
Was his speech, when in a trance, involuntary, or guided by 
his own will? (22: 38; 23:12.) How are we instructed to 
treat Moab’s messengers? (Prov. 1: 10-15.) How to feel 
toward him? (Proy. 24:1.) Failing to obtain their curse, 
how did Balaam advise the king to ensnare God's people? 
(Rey, 2: 14.) What business would have paid him better? 
(Matt. 18: 6.) What knowledge was given Moab that must 
either encourage or disappoint every child of Adam? (v. 14.) 
Why was Balaam’s sin much greater than the king’s? (vs. 
15,16; Luke 12: 47,48.) What distant vision is enjoyed, 
in some measure, by every child of God? (vs. 17-19.) When 
did this prophecy have a partial fulfillment ?. When shall 


it have complete measure? Why is Christ compared to a 
star and a sceptre ? 





ILLUSTRATION HINTS 


Parallels to the case of Balaam are not difficult to find. 
Cardinal Wolsey, dispensing ecclesiastical ban and blessing, 
at the mandate of Henry the Eighth; Richelieu and Mazarin, 
each betraying his churchly trust for the sake of political 
power,—are well-known instances. Contrast with these 
Ambrose’s stern arraignment of Theodosius, an account o 
which will be found in any good ecclesiastical history. The 
school-boy who sneers at religion hoping to gain thereby the 
fayor of his companions, is unconsciously following in the 
footsteps of Balaam. 

The demons gave good testimony to Christ (Luke 8: 28, 
29) and to his apostles (Acts 19: 15), but that did not render 
them any the less demons. So Balaam, himself a wicked 
man, prophesied of the coming Messiah, Compare the case 
of Caiaphas the high-priest (John 11; 50, 51). Recall 


Christ’s description of the judgment, where many who have 
prophesied the truth in his name will be told that they are 
none of his (Matt. 7: 22, 23). Balaam fell, though his eyes 
were open, 

Balaam was like the morning mist through which the’ 
dawn shines, and which is scattered before the day. Christ 
shone through Balaam as through a mist; yet Balaam had 
no lot in the coming Light. He beheld Christ, but not nigh. 

Oursing Changed to Blessing.—See The Biblical Treasury, 
vol. 3, p. 115, 3 647,—Evil Working Good; vol. 4, p. 84, 
# 832,—The Arve and the Rhone; vol. 7, p. 112, 2 1491,— 
Satan Transformed ; p. 137, 2 1519,—Monselberry and La 
Rochelle; Foster’s Prose Illustrations, First Series, p. 156, 
@ 1215,—The Danger of Cursing. 

Wicked Plans Defeated.—See The Biblical Treasury, vol. 6, 
_p. 46, 2 1198,—A Legend of Apollo; vol. 7, p. 142, 3 1527,— 
The Cranes of Ibycus ; Gold of Toulouse; Bertram’s Homi- 
letical Cyclopedia, p. 675, 2 4027,—As the Potter’s Clay ; 
Foster’s Prose Illustrations, First Series, p. 661, 3 6017,—The 
Triumph of the Wicked. 

God’s Truth Declared—See Gotthold’s Emblems, p. 237, 
No. 149,—The Difficulty of Faith ; Bowes’s Illustrative 
Gatherings, Second Series, pp. 42-47,—Christ the Truth and 
the Fullness of God; Bertram’s Homiletical Cyclopedia, p. 147, 
¢ 855-857,—-Christ the Manifestation of God; Foster’s Prose 
Illustrations, Second Series, p. 131, 3 '7204,—Christ the Way. 





BLACKBOARD HINTS. 





“FALLING, BUT HAVING HIS EYES OPEN.” 


YEA, THEY HAVE CHOSEN THEIR OWN WAYS, 
AND THEIR SOUL DELIGHTETH IN 
THEIR ABOMINATIONS, 





THEREFORE SHALL THEY EAT OF THE FRUIT OF 
THEIR OWN WAY, AND BE FILLED WITH 
THEIR OWN DEVICES. 








“ Lest I MYSELF SHOULD BE A CAST-AWAY.” 





THE ORY OF THE BALAAMS: 
“ LORD, LORD, HAVE WE NOT PROPHESIED IN THY NAME?” 


THE LoRD’s ANSWER: 


“TI NEVER KNEW YOU: 
DEPART FROM ME, YE THAT WORK INIQUITY.” 











THE vibibie FROM AFAR, 
NOT Woe 
THE STAR 


THE BRIGHT AND MORNING STAR. 


OF BETHLEHEM POINTS TO 
OUT OF JACOB. 





ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 


BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H, HALL, 


In the opening verse of the lesson it is interesting to see 
the linguistic connections of the phrase “ Balak’s anger was 
kindled.” The word for anger also means the nostril; the 
dilating of which, or its pantings, suggested fire in more 
senses than one. The full understanding of this phrase, 
which had come to be just as literal as our English rendering, 
depends somewhat upon the consideration of such passages 
as Exodus 15: 8; 2 Samuel 22: 9,16; Psalm 18: 8, 15; 
Job 41: 20. It shows the oriental imagination in this mat- 
ter, and how a figure of speech could come almost to lose its 
poetry and become prosaically literal. We in the West have 
not yet ceased to speak of “fiery nostrils,” both of men and 
beasts. Among the Greeks the nostril was looked upon in a 
way somewhat similar, though they (sometimes at least) 
attributed anger to the gathering of acrid bile in the nostril 
—from the liver, the seat of anger. 

“Smote his hands (palms) together” was probably a sign 
of excitement, yet both anciently and now the clapping of 
the hands is the common Eastern method of summoning 
attendants. It is as if Balak started off instinctively, after 
his habit, to summon his officers to execute his wrath upon 
Balaam, and instantly restrained himself. The gesture was 
the first expression of excitement and vexation, 

Concerning this clapping of hands, as one reads of it in 
the Arabian Nights; it seems as if a sudden surprise or pre-{ 
pared marvel was about to be exhibited. But in the light of 
the actual customs it is not so. It is precisely like ringing a 


.| bell to summon a servant ; no more, and no less, a startling 


proceeding. 

“To thy place” is a sort of biblical orientalism of very 
wide application, but more particularly so in its later spread 
among western nations. It is hard to define its exact purport 
as Balak used it; and perhaps its very indefi.iteness of mean- 
ing is best understood by taking it in its bald literalness. 
This is only thrown out here as a hint for those who have 





time and leisure to make the investigation fully. In etymol- 
ogy it should have as its basal thought that wherein one is estab- 





lished, or where he is at home, and can find things favorable. 
Otherwise the expression can find as wide a divergence in 
meaning as that between the “own place” of Judas, and the 
established shrine of a Muslim saint; for the latter still 
keeps, in many instances, the same oriental word as a general 
designation. ° 

The “ house full of silver &nd gold” is plain enough in its 
general meaning ; but it is perhaps worth noticing that coins 
can hardly be thought of in this connection. If coins were 
then known—a supposition universally denied—it still 
remains a fact that the treasure in silver and gold then 
thought of would be vessels or implements or articles, for 
both ornament and uses of splendor. It is worth noting, too, 
that silver comes first in the order of mention; and yet it 
can scarcely be believed that at this period silver was held in 
greater estimation. 

“The commandment of the Lord” in the Hebrew is also 
an oriental expression familiar enough to us: it is “the 
mouth of the Lord;” though we need not suppose that the 
thought includes the fancy, very common among Orientals as 
well assome Occidentals of no very distant period in the past, 
namely, that it was undignified in the king to write, It 
rather looks at the power which dwells in every spoken’ word 
of the chief ruler; as instant in execution as it is great in 
effect. Balaam’s mouth cquld only speak as the mouth of the 
Lord spoke, operating so swiftly and surely that the utter- 
ance was only one, and that Balaam’s. So, somewhat similarly, 
“of mine own mind” is literally “ of (or, from) mine own 
heart ;” but our English Bible gives the sense perfectly. To 
follow the matter still further, “saith ” and “speak,” in verse 
13, are represented by the same Hebrew word; and while 
perhaps our translators put the thought,into its more per- 
fect English dress, representing the Lord as author and 
Balaam as utterer, yet it loses the Hebrew idea of identity 
of action, and presents the picture of a sovereign speaking 
through his deputy rather than that of a Spirit speaking (or 
rather, saying) through the lips of another. Had the two 
been rendered respectively by “saith” and “say,” or even, 
more clumsily, by “commandeth” and “command,” some 
elements of the phrasing would have been preserved which 
are now missed. All this, however, is to be taken as illustra- 
tive, not criticising. 

Throughout the rest of this lesson the oriental peculiarities 
are mostly such as attach to the language and its poetic struc- 
ture, and rather to be understood by a good critical comment 
than to be explained through such a medium as this column. 
The words are in the better style of Hebrew poetic prophecy. 
As they open, the very word for “parable” is a technical 
one, as well as that rendered “hath said.” The first refers to 
the sententious poetical utterance, and the other refers to the 
authoritative oracular speech of divine revelation.. Further 
on, “knew the knowledge of the Most High” means knew 
(or knows) what the Most High knows—knows with the 
knowledge of the Most High—of the matters in question, or 
as far as he is to speak of them. To use a kindred noun as 
the object of the verb in such cases is not in accordance with 
English idiom. Yet in Hebrew it adds both beauty and 
force. Keeping the Hebrew form in the first clause, the 
English is obseured ; neglecting it in the second clause (“saw 
the vision” for “ visioned the vision ”) forces us to think a 
moment before we can take in what speaks of itself at once 
in the original. 

Yet even so, our magnificent English falls short in many 
other particulars of the poetic strength, vividness, and per- 
spicuity of the original, which depend throughout upon the 
different fashion of oriental conception from that of the West. 
Suppose we take it as literally as possible, and see whether it 
would be, on the whole, more comprehensible than our 
English Bible has it: 

Saith Balaam son of Beor, 
Even saith the man whose eyes are vision-set, 
Saith the hearer of words of God 
And knower of knowledge of the Most High, 
Visioning the Almighty’s visions, 
Falling—but with eyes.unyeiled : 
I see him, though [he be} not now, 
_I behold him, though [he be] not nigh; 
There is coming a Star out of Jacob, 
And is rising a Sceptre out of Israel, 
And shall smite in pieces both sides of Moab, 
And undermine all the sons of tumult, 


This may or may not be clearer ; but even so it is necessary 
to explain a number of things to show all that is in the origi- 
nal; and perhaps the only palpable result would be the 
bringing of one more proof that the voices of poetry are more 
than one language can command. In verse 17, the meanings 
“though he be not now” and “though he be not nigh” are 
the ones most natural to a reader of oriental poetry. The 
accident that puts good sense into a seemifigly literal English 
rendering, which sense again does not vary in the gross from 
the real one, does not change the fact. An instance a little 
broader, but in the same general line, is to be found in the 
English of Psalm 121: 1. There the word for “ whence”’ is 
an interrogative particle ; and cannot possibly have the relative 
force which is assigned to it by the punctuation and by the 
great multitude of readers and second-rate expositors, 
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a 12m, illustrated, pp. 267. Boston: Roberts Brothers. Price, 
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The Duties of Women: a course of lectures. By Frances rows: Cobbe. 
eee Edition.) 16mo, pp. 193. Boston: George H, Ellis. 
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Square 8vo, colored Illustrations, 64. New York: 
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York : Cassell, Petter, Galpin, & Co. Pr rice, $3.00, 
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You Like It; Julius Casar, Edited by Robert R. Raymond, A.M. 
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Milton's Paradise Lost. Illustrated by Gustave Dore. With notes and 
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ndon and New York: Cassell, Petter, Galpin, & Co. Price, 
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London and New York: 


THE THEISTIC ARGUMENT BY DIMAN* 


One rises from the perusal of the late Professor Diman’s 
new statement of the theistic argument with the satisfac- 
tion that is always felt when we have advanced victoriously 
step by step to the reasoned establishment of a great truth. 
So carefully tested is every link in the chain, that the mind 
rests in the conclusion with all the comfort that is reserved 
for mathematical demonstration or moral certitude. The 
manner as well as the matter of the lamented author’s 
work commends it to those who desire to see intellectual 
power combined with a judicial tone, modesty, and high- 
est courtesy towards others, especially towards those from 
whom he and we differ most decidedly. All the truth in 
a false system of philosophy he does full justice to, being 
well assured that it is the true—not the false—that 
gives vitality to any system. 
for pessimism, and points out the service it does in cal- 
ling attention to the darker aspects and mysteries of life 
overlooked by the superficial optimism of most of the mor- 
alists of the last century. He does not exult over the 
mistakes of scientists, as if such men were not only the 
natural enemies of Christianity, but infallibilists, a single 
mistake on whose part is enough to make them unworthy 
of credence on any point. Instead of standing aghast at 
evolution, Darwinianism, and the like, he states the theo- 
ries fully and fairly, and in conclusion expresses as his “‘pro- 
found conviction that the methods of modern science 
and the new conceptions of the physical universe which 
it has been the work of science to render familiar, not 
only are not antagonistic to revealed truth, but will be 


“* The Theitio Mo Aryement, on intl ;a f 
ered at the Lowell i tae In Bost n Boston by ae Lew: is Dim > 


lectures di 
iD. late Professor of I tk 4 
versity. .12mo, pp. vil, 392, a toughtce, Mima & On. grown Ut 


ne 


He has a good word even. 





ultimately found to harmonize more completely with that 
truth than the conceptions which they have displaced.” 

The great characteristic of Dr. Diman’s proof is that it 
is complex, correlated, and cumulative. He does not 
' derive his evidence from one source, but from many, and 
the force lies in the whole, not in the separate parts. 
The first step in his argument is the central principle of 
Herbert Spencer’s philosophy, that the great doctrine of 
the relativity of knowledge cannot be intelligently stated 
without postulating the existence of an unknown reality 
beyond consciousness ; that “the momentum of thought 
inevitably carries us beyond conditioned existence, to 
unconditional existence.” Somethingis. The next great 
question is Can we know in part whatitis? To answer this, 
he appeals to consciousness, and considers first the prin- 
cipleof causality. For every event there must be a cause. 
Now, does this idea demand a first cause, or is it satisfied 
with an endless series of causes? Evidently “an infinite 
series does not make a cause, and cause is precisely what 
reason here demands.” Therefore, to account for the 
universe by an infinite succession of causes, is to violate a 
fundamental principle of reason. “ Each particular rests 
upon the next, but the whole rests on nothing.” But, 
says the modern physicist, though this reasohing would 
have been complete when the old distinction between 
matter and spirit was assumed, and the universe was con- 
sidered as an effect for which a cause had to be found, it 
is now invalid. No scientific man regards the universe 
simply as an effect. Every analygis lands us in a certain 
quantum and collocation of force as the cause of phe- 
‘nomena ; and the highest generalization is that force is a 
permanent element in nature, and that it is indestructible 
or persistent. All the phenomena of the universe are 
modes of manifestation of this force, and no other cause 
is needed. Very good, we answer. Let us not quarrel 
about words. Weaccept your theory, and it amounts to 
this,—that the most refined scientific conception of the 
universe is, that there is an absolute and unchangeable 
source of all phenomena. This explanation will satisfy 
us quite as well as the old language about a great First 
Cause, for the thing is the same. 

In the next place, What can we know about this per- 
sistent force? Is it force acting blindly or intelligently ? 
There can be but one answer. It is easy to establish the 
claim of mind to stand universally as the interpretation 
‘of the order and harmony of the universe. Modern 
science, however, pleads evolution, or the necessary self- 
generation of the laws of nature, as a sufficient catlse of 
the order of existence. But how can evolution be any- 
thing more than the method according to which the 
history of the universe has taken place? To infer that 
intelligence has been absent from creation, because the 
work has proceeded slowly, and according to law, through 
inconceivable epochs of time, is to evade the very thing 
that requires to be explained. Further, we see not only 
order, but phenomena so collocated as to co-operate in 
effecting certain results. We infer design accordingly, 
and establish mind as the final explanation of the 
universe, as well as its efficient cause. The argument to 
prove design or final causes has often been pressed to 4 
preposterous applications, and often misunderstood. Dr. 
Diman, following Janet,—who has treated this argument 
with great freshness and force,—shows its validity within 
proper limitations, pointing out that it is simply an 
explanation or interpretation of facts that is forced upon 
the mind by nature itself. Surely, for instance, we can 
far less ignore the marvelous adjustment of structure to 
function which is presented in the natural world, than 
the relation of the same structure to a corresponding part 
in a wholly different animal, on which the whole doctrine 
of homologies is based. When the argument is misun- 
derstood, the modern objections to it can be easily met. 
Over-hasty Darwinians are apt to infer that it has 
received its death-blow from the theory of natural selec- 
tion. But what is natural selection? “It is not an 
agent, but simply aresult.” As Professor Gray concisely 
puts it: “ Variation and natural selection concern only 
the question how results, whether fortuitous or designed, 
may have been brought about.” After we have agreed 
about the mode, the question still remains, Did this vast 
elaborate, intricate system of things result from chance 
or from design? When the question is answered, as it must 
be, in the only way in which sane men are ever likely to 
answer it, Dr. Diman rightly expects that the most 
effective weapons in defense of the doctrine of finality 
shall be drawn from “the vast array of facts which Mr. 
Darwin has accumulated with such untiring industry 
and such unrivaled penetration.” But the most subtle 
objection to the doctrine is the theory of unconscious 
finality immanent in nature, illustrated in the instinct 
of brutes. The best answer to this is that the phe- 
nomena of human intelligence and will are higher 





exhibitions of causal power than the phenomena of 
instinct; and surely we should look for the solution of the 
great problem of life “ not in the lowest, but in the high- 
est, form of life and being.” And now we rise a step 
higher. It is not more certain that man is intelligent 
than that he is moral ; and if we may reason from the one 
class of facts which consciousness attests, we have the 
same right to reason from the other, And personality 
in which all the facts of consciousness inhere is the high- 
est category of all. The supreme cause, therefore, is 
moral, and a personal being, as well as intelligent. 
The course of the argumentisclear. Having established 
that something exists above and beyond ourselves, we 
reason not only from the lowest, but from the highest 
phenomena which consciousness and the history of the 
race present respecting the nature and attributes of that 
great objective reality. And then, connecting our intui- 
tion or apprehension of the infinite with this being, the 
idea of Gad is completed, and the conclusions of natural 
religion are established. These conclusions are not only 
the postulates on which revealed religion rests, but as Dr. 
Diman shows in the last chapter, entitled “ Inferences 
from Theism,” in which he carefully follows Bishop Butler, 
they render the fact of a revelation in the highest 
degree probable. 

Weare not acquainted with any modern treatment of 
the whole theistic argument which combines a thorough 
knowledge of all the present aspects of the question with 
a style so popular. Dr. Diman writes not as a mere 
specialist, who is lost if he gets outside of technical lan- 
guage, but as one to whom the subject is so familiar that 
he can write shout it Aniliarly. 


Contemporary juvenile literature in England, whether 
put forth by religious or by secular newspapers or publish- 
ing houses, includes a somewhat larger representation of 
the “sensational ” element than does the corresponding 
literature on this side of the Atlantic. In other words, 
it seems best to English writers for the young to make 
use of hair-breadth escapes and other semi-dramatic epi- 
sodes to an extent unknown among children’s authors 
here, save those of the lower and least commendable 
class. This fact is repeatedly made clear even in the 
issues of tliat excellent publishing house, the London 
Society for'the Promotion of Christian Knowledge. In 
one of its latest books, Slavers and Cruisers, a tale of the 
west coast, by S. Whitchurch Sadler, the “ exciting” 
element is given much too important a place; and the 
author, in his desire to be readable, makes a free use of 
slang expressions. But, nevertheless, the book is a dull 
one; even in its most sensational episodes the reader 
fails to respond to the author’s efforts. It is Captain 
Sadler’s misfortune to sacrifice literary decorum, in some 
measure, and to be unattractive after all. A much 
better book, in every way,—also issued by the Society 
for Promoting Christian Knowledge—is Black and 
White: Mission Stories, by H. A. Forde. Miss Forde’s 
thirty-three chapters are well written and readable 
throughout, and are excellent material for the more 
advanced readers of Sunday-school and parish libra- 
ries. In one way or another, the brief histories con- 
tained in the book cover no small part of modern mis- 
sionary achievement ; and while many of the stories are 
not new, nearly all are worth this fresh presentation. 
(Slavers and Cruisers, 12mo, cloth, illustrated, pp. 384 ; 
price, $1.05. Black and White, 12mo, cloth, pp. iv, 548; 
price, $1.05. London: Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge; New York: E and J. B. Young & Co.) 


One of the serious difficulties in the way of the English 
student of the history of art has been the lack of an in- 
troduction, in his own language, sufficiently simple for 
the beginner, and yet reasonably comprehensive and 
accurate. Julia B. De Forest’: Short History of Art, 
just published by a firm which has already done good 
service for the artistic public, will go far to supply this 
defect. The compilation has been made from the best 
sources,—for the most part from Lubke’s well-known His- 
tory of Art and the more recent History of Painting by 


, | Woltmann and Woermann; and the illustrations are in 


general well selected. This part ofthe work would, how- 
ever, have been improved by the omission of three or 
four engravings which must be considered objectionable 
in a work meant for general use among young people. 
The frontispiece, which is a good engraving of the Pisa 
fresco of the Triumph of Death, is, like many more ofthe 
illustrations, taken directly from Woltmann and Woer- 
mann. (8vo, illustrated, pp. xi, 365. New York: Dodd, 
Mead, & Oo. Price, $2.00.) 

Few things are more provoking than to see a good idea 
spoiled in its carrying out, This is the thought which 
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will be uppermost in the minds of most readers of The 
Heroism of Christian Women of our Own Time, by J. M. 
Darton, which consists of seventeen short and thoroughly 
unsatisfactory articles on as many English women now 
living or recently dead, The articles have been made up 
from various second-hand sources, and the whole book 
bears evidence of hasty work. The choice of subjects is 
not good; with such universally known names as those 
of Catherine Tait, Miss Havergal, and Sister Dora, occur 
others of merely provincial note. The opening article, 
which is devoted to the Princess Louise, adds a flavor of 
flunkeyism which does not contribute to the attractive- 
ness of the book. Even the title of the work is unfortu- 
nate, as it invites unfavorable comparison of this volume 
with Mrs. Charles’s last-year book on the Women of 
Christendom. (12mo, pp. 373. New York: Robert Carter 
and Brothers. Price, $1.50.) 

J. T. Trowbridge is a descriptive poet and ballad-writer 
of undoubted power, and as a happy and vigorous delin- 
eator of boy-life, his talents are*conceded. Zhe Pocket 
Rifle is a story of simple New England incident and 
flavor. Mr. Pavode, an unlettered but kind-hearted school 
committee man, offers a pocket-rifle as a prize, in the 
district school, to the most successful speller. Two inti- 
mate friends, who become rivals in this contest, are alien- 
ated from each other, their families became embroiled, 
the neighborhood is excited, and there is an accumula- 
tion of trouble, ali owing to the unlucky pocket-rifle. 
The lesson of the story, a good one for everybody, is that 
many disputes would be avoided if people would only be 
fair and candid ; and that misunderstandings often come 
from wounded vanity. This book is highly dramatic, but 
not sensational. (16mo, illustrated, pp. 274. Boston: 
Lee and Shepard. Price, $1.25.) 

The many whose privilege it was to attend the meetings 
of the Evangelical Alliance, in October, 1873, will easily 
recall the Rev. Emile Cook as one of the most impres- 
sive of the foreign delegates. The story of his life, 
adapted from the French, by Louise Seymour Hough- 
ton, is a graceful and thorough piece of literary work, 
and is full of absorbing interest. Its title is Faithful to 
the End. It is dedicated to the older boys and girls in 
our Sunday-schools, and we wish that every one of them, 
in city and country, could be afforded the opportunity of 
reading it. (16mo, pp. 279. Philadelphia: The Presby- 
terian Board of Publication. Price, $1.00.) 


- WORK AND WORKERS. 


—_>————. 








WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


—Nine counties were represented at the fourth dis- 
trict of Illinois Sunday-school convention recently held. 
Resolutions were passed recommending that only Chris- 
tians should be received as Sunday-school teachers, and 
that the teachers of the district should be urged to more 
prayerful consecration to the work. The committee on 
plans recommended that the county conventions to be 
held next year should succeed one another in regular 
order, making a perfect chain of conventions till all have 
been held. 

—At the second annual convention of the Dakota 
Central Sunday-school Association held in Huron, Octo- 
ber 25-27, a formal resolution was passed declaring the 
association to be auxiliary to the Dakota Territorial 
Sunday-school Association, and pledging it to assist in 
carrying out the plans of the Territorial Association. 
The county reports presented indicated good progress. 
Among the speakers present were Mr. M. C. Hazard, of 
The National Sunday-school Teacher, and Mr, C. H. 
Morton, of Chicago. There are several churches in the 
town of Huron, anda Union Sunday-school is maintained 
under the superintendency of Mr. Edwin 8S. Wheeler. 


—At the first session of the Wyoming Territorial Sun- 
day-school Association, the statistical secretary, Mr. 
N. D. Hillis, a missionary of the American Sunday-school 
Union, reported that between Cheyenne on the east and 
Evanston on the west there are twenty-four Sunday- 
schools, into which have been gathered 1,400 children 
out of the 2,100 reported to be of school age. In these 
schools are 185 teachers, who have distributed within 
the year 138,500 papers. In their libraries are 2,893 
books. The association passed a unanimous vote of 
thanks to the American Sunday-school Union for sending 
Mr. Hillis into the territory, and asked that™ he should 
be continued there. 


—The Illinois Baptist anniversaries opened at Peoria, 
October 19, with the state denominational Sunday-school 
convention. Mr. William Reynolds gave an account of 





his own Sunday-school work in Illinois during the last 
twenty years. The Rey. I. N. Carman, of Champaign, 
told of seven different ways of Sunday-school giving, and 
advocated church sustenance of the Sunday-school which 
on the other hand should contribute systematically to the 
benevolent work of the church. Mr. B. F. Jacobs, in his 
address on “The needs of mission work,” gave a clear 
statement of the Sunday-school destitution that exists, 
and the way to meet it. The report of Mr. H. R. Clis- 
sold, the state Sunday-school missionary, showed an 
encouraging condition of Sunday-school work throughout 
the state. 


—A good attendance convened at the Sunday-school 
convention of Cumberland County, New Jersey, which met 
November 8 and 4. The secretary’s report showed the 
flourishing state of the Sunday-schools of the county, 
which have a “membership of 10,118 scholars and 1,154 
teachers. The Rev. Dr. P. S. Henson, of Philadelphia, 
spoke of “ Things that lie back of teaching,” among 
which he enumerated the head, the heart, and the con- 
sciousness of the influence of the Holy Spirit. The 
Rev. D. O. Kellogg, addressing the convention on “Aids 
to the study of the Bible,” took occasion to express his 
amazement at the popular ignorance of the Bible—an 
ignorance which, he strangely thinks, “has increased 
with the increase of Sunday-schools.” Shiloh was ap- 
pointed as the place of meeting for next convention. 


—Over seven hundred Sunday-school teachers came 
together at the annual convention of the Canton de Vaud 
Sunday-school Society recently held at Lausanne, Switz- 
erland. A curious incident took place after Professor 
Delapierre of Nyons had read an address on “ The Bible 
in the Sunday-school.” One of the pastors present, in 
criticising his paper, declared that the writers of notes 
on the International lessons were behind the times in 
accepting literally the facts of the exodus. Of course 
this criticism was at once disavowed by the evangelical 
ministers present and by the general sentiment of the 
convention. Pastor Germond spoke on “ Missionary 
work in the Sunday-school.” He claimed that missionary 
subjects and missionary information should hold a place 
in the curriculum of every Sunday, but the discussion 
which should hive followed his paper was crowded out 
by lack of time. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

—There is a little Baptist Sunday-school at Helena, 
Alabama, with an average attendance of some thirty-two. 
The superintendent is Miss Dora Cobb, daughter of the 
governor of the state. 


—In a recent number of The Sunday School Times we 
reprinted a short sketch of the religious condition of 
Leipzig, by the correspondent of an English newspaper. 
An erroneous statement in that extract as to the Sunday- 
school work in that city evokes the following letter from 
Herr Bréckelmann, of Heidelberg, agent for Sunday- 
school work in Germany. He writes: “Permit me to 
express my full agreement with the ‘Sketch of Leipzig 
Life,’ om page 620 of TheSunday School Times of October 
8; but let me except one very important passage of that 
sketch. It runs thus: ‘I think I am correct in statinz 
that there is no such thing as a Sunday-school in connec- 
tion with any of the city churches.’ Contrary to this 
latter statement, I can assure you that in Leipzig, and 
connected with the city churches (though not within 
their buildings), there are eight Sunday-schools in as 
flourishing a state as any in Germany. Of these, six are 
under Pastor Zinsser as superintendent, one under Dr. 
Robert Kénig, and one under Mrs. T. Clasen. The six 
schools under Pastor Zinsser contain 80 teachers and 
1,200 scholars, Dr. Konig’s school contains 24 teachers 
and 240 scholars, Mrs. Clasen’s has 8 teachers and 70 
scholars, making for the eight schools a total membership 
of 107 teachers and 1,510 scholars. These schools owe 
their origin a good deal to influence from your own 
country. In October, 1863, Mr. Albert Woodruff, from 
Brooklyn, addressed a large meeting (myself translating 
for him), after we had, with great difficulty, obtained 
permission from the almighty police to hold a public 
meeting at all. We warmly urged the pressing necessity 


of introducing Sunday schools, and described the blessing 4 


they would spread over the entire community. Those 
who spoke after us pitied us for having undertaken such 
a bold task, but very kindly declared that such Sunday- 
schools were quite superfluous, as German children in 
the schools, which they were compelled by law to attend, 
learned quite enough, nay almost too much, of religion ; 
besides; no layman possibly could teach religion. I have 
visited Leipzig again and again, always entreating pastors 
and laity to open such Sunday-schools as the best remedy 
against the rapidly increasing public infidelity. At last, 





after eight years, in 1871 the first two Sunday-schools 
were opened : one by Pastor Lehmann with six teachers ; 
one by Dr. Kénig, he himself, his wife, his daughter, and 
the Rev. O. C. Morse,—together four teachers. The latter 
one I saw with my own eyes in the drawing-room of Dr. 
Konig, and I think it must interest your readers, as an 
American was one of the first teachers. I wish he could 
see how it has increased since. Doctor Kénig is an 
earnest and amiable Christian; he is thoroughly master 
of English, and will readily answer any letters addressed 
to him about Leipzig Sunday-schools, with all of which 
he is well acquainted. Mrs. Clasen’s Sunday-school de- 
serves also to be recommended. She is the widow of a 
medical man. She has to pay fifty marks a year fora 
hall, and she had to dismiss two hundred scholars when 
she had to give up her large hall for want of funds, 
A good many students of theology are among the teach- 
ers,*and there imbibe a love for this blessed institution, 
which they will introduce in their own future parishes 
when installed as ministers. If the writer of the ‘Sketch 
of Leipzig Life,’ or anybody else, wishes to know more 
of the Sunday-school work in Ge~many, the writer of 
these lines will be happy to inform him. Concluding, I 
feel obliged to state that we owe very much indeed to 
the Foreign Sunday-school Association in Brooklyn, 
whose worthy president and ladies of the committee 
keep up a lively and encouraging correspondence with 
Germen Sunday-school teachers, assisting them also 
most generously with donations for buying literature, 
etc.” 


TEMPERANCE. 

—A semi-centenary festival is shortly to be held by the 
Preston Temperance Society, which was the first “ teeto- 
tal” organization in England. 

—Mr. Samuel Pope, Q. C., the recorder for the borough 
of Bolton, England, declared at a recent local option 
meeting, that during the twelve years of his recorder- 
ship no total abstainer had been brought before him for 
trial. 

—Kansas has a Temperance Mutual Benefit Union 
which is designed to afford cheap and safe insurance to 
abstainers. Those desirous of joining, if not already 
abstainers, must sign the pledge in good faith and 
keep it. 

—The Silver Star Brigade is the name of a somewhat 
peculiar juvenile temperance organization which extends 
throughout England. It has a membership of 5,750. 
Each member, on joining, promises to abstain from all 
intoxicating liquors, tobacco, gambling, and bad language, 
and to uniformly strive to be loving, kind, and useful. 

—Weston, the pedestrian, is now delivering temper- 
ance lectures in London. In a recent lecture he said 
that, after a long experience as a pedestrian, during 
which he had walked 56,000 miles, he could bear strong 
testimony to the absolute necessity of temperance to any 
one who wished to keep his body in good physical con- 
dition. 


GENERAL. 


—A school for evangelists has just been opened in Paris. 
It will be open to all Christians of evangelica) principles 
who may wish to devote themselves to pioneer work in 
France, either as evangelists, colporteurs, Scripture 
readers, or Sunday-school teachers. 

—The Missouri Sunday-school Association, as well as 
that of Illinois, has organized a society for the purpose 
of receiving funds for the erection of a suitable monu- 
ment to Father Paxson, and the Sunday-schools of the 
state are requested to take up special collections for that 
purpose. Contributions should be forwarded to the 
secretary of the association, Mr. H. T. Nash, 102 North 
Fourth Street, St. Louis. 


—A course of lectures to Sunday-school teachers and 
Christian workers is in progress at the South Broad Street 
Baptist Church, Philadelphia. The first lecture, on 
“Thoroughness,” was delivered by the Rev. Dr. P. 8. 
Henson, November 10. The Rev. Dr. George Dana 
Boardman will deliver the second, on “Sacred Thinking,” 
on Tuesday evening, November 22; and the third, on 
“ Christian aggressiveness,” will be delivered by the Rev. 
Dr. R. S. MacArthur, on Thursday evening, Decem- 
ber 1, 


—Cumberland County made a good showing at the 
recent convention of the Pennsylvania State Sunday- 
school Association. This county which has a population 
of 45,978 has 167 Sunday-schools, with a total member- 
ship of 15,878, of whom 13,722 are scholars and 2,156 
teachers. During the past year, 174 scholars were 
received into the membership of the church. The 
public schools of the county have a membership of 
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10,512 scholars, or over three thousand 
less than the membership of the Sunday- 
schools. 

—Gospel cars are among the latest sug- 
gested improvements for railroads. Many 
Christian business men, it is said, who are 
in the habit of spending six totwelve hours 
a week in railroad traveling, would gladly 
avail themselves of any car which could 
be set apart either for social worship or 
for social Bible study. Several railroad 
men are reported to have declared that 
the plan only needs inauguration to be a 
decided success. Afterall, why should the 
traveling Christian public have fewer privi- 
leges on the railroad than the smoking 
public ? 

—The census in India which has just 
been completed may be expected, when its 
results are published in full, to give valu- 
able testimony to the results of missions 
in that country. Here are some of the 
results of the census in Calcutta. The 
number of evangelical Christians in the 
city is about 30,040, of non-evangelical 
Christians,78. The adherents of the Church 
of England number 8,768, the Presbyterians 
have a membership of 1869, the Roman 
Catholics, 11,095; the Armenians, 649; 
the Greeks, 113; the Lutherans, 329; the 
Wesleyans and Baptists, 1,549; the Inde- 
pendents, 346, and denominations not 
specified have a general membership of 
5,662. 

—During November the London Sunday- 
school Union maintained two special 
courses of lectures for Sunday-school 
teachers,—one by the Rev. Dr. 8. G. 
Green, on “The systematic study of the 
Bible; ” the other by Professor Redford, of 
New College, on “Christian evidences.” 
The following is the programme of Dr, 
Green’s course: Theme: The systematic 
study of the Bible. Subdivisions.—(1.) The 
twofold system of Scripture.—(a) A divine 
history; (6) An unfolding doctrine. (2.) 
Methods of study.—(a) Orderly habits of 
mind; (6) Characteristics of the faithful 
student; (c) Popular misapplications of 
Scripture. (3.) Helps to study.—(a) Chro- 
nological, geographical, and literary helps ; 
(6) The true use of commentaries and 
harmonies; (c) Helps that are hindrances. 
(4.) The results.—(a) Mistakes corrected ; 
(6) Vivid realizations; (c) Enlarged 
views; (d) Fulness of conviction; (e) 
Power to teach. 


‘BUSIN ESS DEPARTMEN T. 


A isers are free to examine the sub- 
scription list at any time. The wniform rate 
for advertisements is 20 cents per agate | 
line for each and every insertion, excepting for 
the months of November and December, when the 
rate is 30 cents per line. Large extra editions, | 8 
for special use, are printed during these months 
in addition to the issue for ibers. 


Attention is called to the advertisement 
of David C, Cook, which appears in another 
column of this paper. If you want a 
Sunday-school Library, it will pay you 
to send for catalogue. 


If you want to buy a Sunday-school 
Library, do not fail to see D. R. Niver’s 
(Albany, N. Y.) catalogue. It will save 





SPECIAL NOTICE. 


the Cons ve.—Let these who lan- 
fF under the fats severity of our climate through 
any Imonary complaint, or even those who aren 
~ Py } Coneus pion, by no means despair. There is 
effectiv ve pf at hand, and one easily 
Vg * SWuser 's Cumpound of Ood- Liver Oil and Lime,” 
without Ugeneming the ape! nauseatin —— of the Ol 
fins witne healing pn he wate ren ders the Oi 
e a P yw renders the 
doubly oSert kable tontimoninns of ita 
i. shown. Sold “ay A . WILBoR, 
Chem Howton, and all druggists. 


‘Infant mgs.—Think of it! Ay volume of songs 
for Sere ohilaren, 7 fully adores & for 
on-school pu 


and set elder hearts aglow with love te 
and works, Address all orders to W. A. 
EN 2a Enclose stamp tor en 


BULLETIN OF 


Ward & Drummond, 


116 Nassau St, New York. 


Christmas Carols, 1881. 


Alwaysgood Better now thanever. Six gems. 
Eight pages. $2.00 per 100. Sample, 5 cents. 
Christmas Carols, 1879 and 1880. 
Which we will sell at : 00 per 100 until supply 
is exhausted. Order early. 
New Christmas Service. 


THE CHILDREN'S MESSIAH. By H. P. 
DANKS, 13 of Responsive Scripture Read- 
ings, with new songs bebe cho ary for the Ser- 
vice. $3.00 per 100, Sampl 


Plain Uses of the Blackboard and Slate. 


By W. F. cRarts: 4) WY ge 9% Infant Exer- 

by MRS. FTS. Verbal and visi- 

ble illustrations on the aes for 1882, 239 differ- 

ent exetcises,etc. The best book of the kind ever 
issued, 1 vol, 12m0, 360 pp. $1.25. 


Golden Texts, 1882, and Bible Gems. 


Containing Golden Texts, Ten Commandments, 
Lord’s Prayer, etc., etc. Bound in @ neat litho- 
graphiccover. Price, $2.00 per 100. Sample, Scents. 


Sunday-school Speaker. 


Compiled by A. AUGUSTA CHEENY. A new 
collection of Concert Exercises, Dialogues, etc., for 
all occasions. 1 vol., 192 pp., boards, 50 cents. 


The Superintendent's Pocket Record, 
Or “ Vade Mecum.” With Space tor 7: cone, ad- 
dresses, etc., of officers, teachers, and 500 schoiars. 
Also 52 pages for condensed history and statistics 


of the school tor each pond in the year. Bound 
in Russia, full flex. 75 


Superintendents’, Infant Class Teachers’, 


AND BIBLE CLASS TEACHERS’ ROLL BOOKS. 
Each, 30 cents. 


Teachers’ One and Two Years’ Class 
BOOKS. Price,6 and 15 cents respectively. 


Sunday-school Membership Certificate. 


For new scholars enteri the school. A new 
and original design, printedin twocolors. 5 cents. 


Ward’s Improved Sabbath-school Money 


aaron. eg ear. Goi fin qiesa collections. Ar- 


The mest prac- 
tics Savelene te . ts. 
Infant Songs. 
A gelerticn of New mns for Infant Classes. 
= ah gry PITT ae od z Ma og Every 
reese a pK Price, 20 toe oe $1.80 per 
ozen by mail, or stan per 100 y oxprens. 
As we pba oy Sundap-echoel Supply Store in New 
York 1 find it to your interes! to make Herd bill 


for all von your wants in our line. Question Books, Les- 
son Papers, ure Papers, ond heey of all kinds on 
the lessons. Pant -school. 
Sunday-school Books in endless variety, Angytion Gia 
our line) you see advertised in The Sunday 8c 
Times we _ supply on the most favorable terms 
and with the ost promptness and care to every di 
tail in orders ' sent us. Give us a trial. We refer by 
permission to The Sunday Schoo! Times. 


WARD & DRUMMOND, 


Ps Ter ew York. 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARY, 
No. 6, 50 vols., $29.00. 


Edited by CHARLES F. DEEMS, D.D.,LL.D., 
Pastor of the Church of the Strangers, New York, 














been procured at much expense, and selected by the 

ublisher from a great number of manuscripts. They 

ave been submitted to my inspectioh, and each 
volume has been examin In no collection of so 
many volumes wo ld any man be willing to indor-e 
every sentence, This, however, as editor of theseries 
IT may conscientiously affirm, that there is not a sen- 
tence in any of these books ‘to which any Christian 


nominational attach ments, his tions, 
his see ional res idence, ow, "eke as & whole 
the soeny may safely be d to fa and 
Sunday-schovols in ony part of LJ whole country aed 
in any part of the church u as con aining 
none but good books. many of which are ver: 
rior to the average of this class of ‘iterature. 
bel leve that Iam serving the cause of the Master in 
aiding in the circulation of these Secgient volumes. 
CHARLES F, DEEMS. 





Pastor of 
New York, July 4, 1881. 


Published by T. Y. CROWELL & CO. 
13 Astor Place, New York. 


New Volume by CUNNINGHAM GEIKIE. 
Ready. Price, $1.50, 


Hours with the Bible, 


VOL, III. FROM SAMSON TO SOLOMON. 
With 16 Engravings and Index. 





beyond criticism,’’— From the Churchma: 


library.”—New York Heraid. 
For sale by all booksellers. 
JAMES POTT, Publisher, 12 Astor Place, New York. 
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diers and their heirs, Ev 


pages, forty colamns, week a year. 
Adatess Werld aa Soldion Box 588, 


Ram ple free free 


dozen pig yale Ten sam 





Ba aT pususteg) = PO Some, A: we 





per 
asia Paria Set 


The fifty volumes contained in this Library have 


eom can re sonably ——. Pape} Sd may be his 


“Dr. Geikie has given the world a works which is 


It is a volume full of rich and Varied 1 learning. It 
will prove an invaiuable addition to every theological 


and their HEIRS 
EX- “SOLDIERS 222.sien'trst 
r, The World & Sold ier published at 


ar 
Camp Life, Scenes trom the Battlefield, and a thousand 
pe on, gle of interest to our country’s defenders. It is the 


Freee 20 and 
Getructions Fr relating to Pensions and Bounties for sol- 


ex-soldier should enroll 
= oes L wrgad the Worla & Soldier banner at 


H tenon ee } CARDS from 40 cents 


NEW BOOKS. 





From the Nile to Norway. Cuyler .......... $1.50 
The Letter of Credit, Warner.............. 1.75 
Mabel's Stepmother. Robbins...........---- 1% 
The Incarnate Saviour, Nicoll ........-.-- 1,35 
Gr a ‘sg R ar a 1.3 
Heroism of Christian Women............-.- 1.50 
The Great and Good.. 4 vols.in box....... 6.00 
The Way to Fortune .cccoc .  «enceencceceseee 1.00 
D Aubigne’s Reformation. 5 vols. in 1...... 1.00 
The Gates of Prayer. Macduff............. 0.75 
Hosannas of the Children. Macduff........ 1.50 
Golden Library. 10 vols..........-.-...----- 8.50 
Bishop Butler’s Works. Large type........ 1.50 
Calderwood’s Science and Religion.......... 1.75 


Any of the above sent by mail, postage prepaid, on 
receipt of the price. 


ROBERT CARTER & BROTHERS, 


530 Broapway, New YorK. 





MAGAZINE, 


Costs only 76 cts, 
for a class of 5 tor 
a whole year, 
sg - free. 
R, Nive, 
hivasy, N.Y. 











King Grimalkum and Pussyanita; 


oR, 
THE CATS’ ARABIAN NIGHTS. 


By Mrs. A. M. D1az. Second Edition now ready. 


ok ag om could be pieane funnier than 

Cats A. Arabian Nights. The illustra- 
doastre dies bY France , Palmer 
Cox, ond 4 bern, wal vole the he story i is told in 
Mrs. There is no one 
in the family Priel to le top 99 zen to appreci- 
ate it, or too joy tand 
appropriate cover in colors anc silver. 
Quarto, $1.25. 





D. LOTHROP & CO:, Publishers, BOSTON, 
Revised New Testaments; 
“OXFORD EDITIONS.” 
deed Ute Wicvede mee Peddeaandoanenah: tee 


Sunday-schoola and Church use. Prices, lic., 20c., 25c., 
50c., 60c. Send for catalogue. 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS, 
fe eee ee 42 Bleecker St., New York, 


~NEW TEMPERANCE TALES. 


Only Ten Cents Each. 


FiFE AND DRUM SERIES. 


Tue NATIONAL TEMPERANCE SOCIETY has com- 
menced the publication of a series of cheap and thrill- 
ing Tenrperance T , irom the pens of some of the 
best writers on temperance in the world, giving a 

r amount of valuable and interesting matter 
ever before, for the small sum of ten cents. 


The following are now ready : 
FIFE AND DRUM. By Mary Dwinell 
Chellis. 12mo, 79 pp. 


A TRAGEDY OF THE SEA. By 
Mrs, J. McNair Wright. 12mo, 100 pp. 


THE QUAKER’S RULE. By Ernest 
Gilmore, 12mo, 72 pp. 


DRINKING JACK, AND OTHER 
Pg: all By Mary Dwinell Chellis. 
mo, 


Petge only take cents each. Send for them. 
ren 


3. N. STEARNS, tS Reade Biome, nee ~ = - 
ew tor 


‘CM IVORCED | 5 A Serial Story 

of prewtee 
Interest, 

is commen the November number of 


ArtHur's Home Macazine. 
All new subscribers. for 1882 will receive 
the November and December Nos, 
of this ear, TERMS ; $2a year; 2 copies 
5 20; 3 copies 35. 4 copies $6;. 8 and one ex- 
tra $12. 4@>For specimen number, pang 


first cha of ** Divorced,” send 
HUR&SON, Philadelphia, 4 Cc. 





T.8, ARTH 








HE ONLY REAL AMERICAN FINE 

ART JUVENILE BOOK. 60 pages of 
Colored Illustrations. Large quarto. Boards. 
Price, $2.00. 


CAT’S CRADLE. 


Rhymes and Pictures for Children, by EDWARD 
WILLETT and CHAs. KENDRICK. 


*.* The success of this book is withowt a par- 
allel, Fourth edition now in the press. 


fa FOR SALE EVERYWHERE -@x 
OR BY 


R. WORTHINGTON, 


770 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 


~—-ECCE SPIRITUS, 


Cloth, 12mo, price, - - $1.25. 
GEO. nm. ELLIS, Publisher, 
14 Franklin | St., Boston. 


CHRISTMAS IS COMING 


Year, and agents wanting to make 
of nomi y for the TE and afterward too, shoud ‘eee 
no time, but sen r terms and full particulars of 


WHEELER'S COMPLETE AN ANALYSIS OF F THE Bib BIBLE 


illustrations and accurate aan Thawteone, attrastive, 
So arranged chronologically as to make one continuous 
narrative of thrilling and absorbing interest. Having an 
immense sale. Absolutely indespensable to every teach- 
4 vad student of the Bible. The grandest aid ible 
to the perc pnderstanding of Me ee s Word.” Just the 
Holida, -4 presents. ice $3.50. 
pa A my Territory ort. rapidly. THAYER, 
MERRIAM & CO., (Limiged. F731 Arch St., Phila., Pa. 


FOR TWENTY- FIVE CENTS, 
Currency or stamps, we will send, complete New Tes- 
tament map of alestine, 18x22 inches. Neat case, 
Bhows form, very convenient for class pupgee 

pp dn oy of mountains, a oO sae 

distances from Jerusalem to principal points 50 

per done m. Agents wanted. Send for circulars. ‘ay- 
or & Co,, Cleveland Block, Indianapolis, Indiana. 


LIBRARIAN semtimont als. 


Using CHECK SYSTEM REGISTER savestime, 
labor,and books. Addr s Gaerivens Bros., Phila., Pa. 


’ SILK BANNERS 


FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


Send to J. & R. LAMB, 
59 Carmine Street, New York. 
FOR HAND BOOK. 


BUCKEYE | BELL LF FOUNDRY 
Babact is, Fire ale A CoOL 


ARR. sent Free. 
VANDUZEN & sted Cincinnati, 0. 


O ti. CET 


se aN Bon 








Send for circular and 




























“BONS | R 


CHEAP \, ; 





AGENTS! BOOK AGENTS: 
Suny jan ANDS SHADOW 


ti “B q 2 Ji hook <o 
thine —~ bogies terest 
and res| 
- God Six hd yet laughs @ 
Tens pk T notiandy an sone ier ipower ior iy Itisthe* 


press. 1000 A 
wanted men and [ak Be 18 ie ate peed eae m2 
0 
A. D. re OL TIAN N & ou, fiarttord. Conn. 


eae nas tage rtey 


is without a Ministers 
erys over it, 





Agents wanted. $5 a made 
Wi our Rods HOUSEHOLD 
Weighs up A ry rh Sells at $1.50. 
° Domestic ScALs Co., Cincinuan, 








Good Wages | For bonestactive men atany time. 
Stead wecess sure, Address J. Austin 
eacy ork Shaw,Nurseryman,Rochester,N.¥. 


RUG PATTERNS! 4: Agents wanted. For cir- 


culars address with stamp, 
E. 8, FROST & O@., Biddeford, Maine. 


$20,000 WILL BUY 


ONE-FIFTH INTEREST IN A 


NATIONAL BANK 


fon. a good business. This interest controls the 
the owner therefore may be President or 
Cashier K.” care of The Sunday 


Address, A 
School Times, . Philadelphia, Pa. 


Don’t locate before seeing 0 our James 
River Settlement. Jus, cataloguefree. 
J.F.MANCHA, Claremont,SurryCo. Va 


BARNES’ | 


Patent Foot and Steam Power 
Machinery, Complete outfits for 
Actnal Jork-shop Busine-s. 
Lathes for Wood or Metal, Circus 
lar Saws, Scroll Saws, Forme 8, 
Mortisers, Tenoners, eic., etc, Ma 
chines on rial if desired. | Desc rip- 
tive Catalogue and Price List Free 


W.F.& JOHN BARNES, 
'. Reckford, 111. 
No. 2063 Main St. 











a Srexsorricons, all price vews llustrating ever 
ee Public B xhibitions. ete. i ofiteble business far 
with smailecapital, Aiso Maio Lanwrenns for Chure 
@ay-school and Hone Amusement, Send stamp for ag p= 











jogus, McALLISTER, Mfg Optician, 49 Nassau Br., 
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Something that will Help Your Class. 


Sunday-school teachers are becoming more and more convineéd that it pays to 
supply their scholars regularly with THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY, which is publish 
handsome double-page colored map of “ The Region of the Ex 
from that region, and embodies the results of the latest scholarshi 
and gives also acorner map of the mountains of Sinai on an en 


ut into their scholars’ hands the very best hel 
at the office of The Sunday School Times. 
us.” 


, and his own observations, on the ground in question. 


to the study of the lesson. 
he number for the fourth 
This. sg bons prepared under the supervision of Mr, Trumbull, Editor of The Sunda: 


A vast number of teacher 
uarter of this contains a 
hool Times, after his return 


It notes the route of the children of Israel so far as that is known, 
seale. It is a map that every teacher will want for himself and for his scholars. This number of THE SCHOLARS 


QUARTERLY also contains a fine full-page picture of ‘“‘ The Camp and the Mount.” Taken altogether, with its map, picture, varied lesson matter, and appropriate hymns, it is a book that a 


class can hardly afford to do without. 


The number for the first quarter of 1882 will be ready about December 1. 


variety of matter helpful to the study of the lessons, 


WHAT IT COSTS.—The price of THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY is 25 cents a year, or $25.00 for a hundred copies a year. 
postage. Subscriptions are taken for three or six months at the yearly rate; under 10 copies, three 


scholars, one year, $1.25; three months, 35 cents ; for ten scholars, one year, $2.50; three months, 63 cents. Send seven cents for a specimen. 
Address, JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 725 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


It will contain a double-page colored map of “The Pathways of our Lord ;” a full- 
picture embodying views of places and things mentioned in the lesson, with illustrations of Eastern manners and customs ; eight pages of appropriate lesson hymns wi 


finely engraved 
music, and a great 


It is sent by mail without costing subscribers anything for 
onths, seven cents each. To supply a class costs, for instance, as follows :—For five 








Gospel Hymns 
No. 4. 


By IRA D. SANKEY, JAMES McGRANAHAN, 
and GEO. C. STEBBINS. 


The book will be issued about the middle of Novem- 
ber. Will be issued in same styles as the former 
books, as follows: 


Words only, paper cover......-.... $ .06 
> Sy board cover .. 
Music edition, board cover 
ye ” cloth flexible... 





If ordered by mail, add 1 cent per copy for word 
edition, and 4 cents per capy for music edition, 


Orders solicited for specimen copies or quantities. 
F. H. REVELL, ‘ 
148 & 150 Madison St., Chicago. 


“New Carols for Christmas, 


NOW READY! 
ANNUAL NO. 12. 


Biglow & Main’s Christmas Annuals have 
been more extensively used than any others, and with 

reat satisfaction. No, 12 contains 7. beautiful Carols 

v Messrs. Lowry, DOANE. MAIN, and others. Price, 
$3.00 per 100 copies. Each of the back Numbers at 
same price. 


MAY BE ORDERED THROUGH ANY BOOKSELLER. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 
76 East Ninth Street, | $1 Randolph Street, * 
—__ NEW YORK. ___ SRCAGO. 


SACRED SONG. 


This splendid new collection of the best Sacred Songs 
of the y, will be a most valuable addition to our 
libraries, and is full of gems. 

Among the authors we notice the names of Gounod, 
Sullivan, Marzials, Abt, Thomas, Smart, and Pinsuti, 
and there are more than 30 others of good repute. 
Gounod’s “Green Hill tar away;” Faure’s “ Palm 
Branches ;'’.and Abt’s “ Above the Stars,” indicate the 
ncaa of the compositions, which are 58 in 
number. 


Price, $2.00 Boards; $2.50 Cloth. 





Tre BANNER | 
OF victorY 


This inspiring title belongs to anew SONG BOOK 
for SUNDAY SCHOOLS. just out. Itis by Abbey & 
Munger, who made a ded success in their last 
book, “ WHiTE Roses,” and who,in this new compila- 
tion, furnish a number ofthe sweetest melodies ever 
placed in a collection of the kind. 160 pages, and about 
as Many songs. many of them adapted to the Praver 
Meeting,as well asin the Sunday-school. Price, 35e, 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., BOSTON. 


C.H DITSON &CO.,, J. EK. DITSON & CO., 
3 Bi oadway, N.Y. 1228 Chestnut St., Phila. 


Christmas Carols 
risimas Carols 
HULL'S Annual for | 88 | 
Is Now Ready. i 
Price, $2.00“per Hundred. 
Postage, 16 cents per hund. additional. 


Specimen Copy, 5 cents. 


Annuals for 1878, 1879, and 1880 reduced to $2 
per hundred. One copy each of tae four numbers 
mailed on receipt of 10 cemts, Address, 


ASA LULL, 240 Fourth Ave., New York. 


NOSUIT! 

RIGE $20. NO PAY!! 
s This N.Y¥.Singer Sewing Machine is 
the best ever made — sews fast, runs 
easy, very handsome, quiet, durable, 
simple, convenient, and powerful. 
Warranted & years. Sent anywhere on 
days trial. Pay f tt pleases. 
4,000,000 of this model machine 
have been sold, Ask for circulars and 
— testimonials. Low prices te clubs. Ne 
risk to tery us. Thousands do every year, and thank us 
ior the ®L0 to 620 saved in buying direct. Cut this 
+ut, and when you or @ friend need a Sewing Machine be 
bucelo addivos Ue0.Pagne & Co., 47 Third Av.,Chicago, UL, 


SHORTHAND FREE. 2: system. Very 


* soon learned. Taugnt 
by mall free, Send soon to J. W. Lycett, Hoboken,'N. J. 









Important to Grocers, Packers, Hucksters, 
and the General Public. 


THE KING FORTUNE-MAKER. 


07 ° RE A New Process for Preserving all Perish- 


able Articles, Animal and Vegetable, from 
Fermentation and Putrefaction, Retaining 
their Odor and Flavor. 
OZONE — Purified air, active state of oxygen.”— Webster. 
This Preservative is not a liquid, pickle, or any of the old and exploded processes, but is simply and purely 
OZON EK, as produced and applied by an enti new p Ozon tic principle of every sub- 
y. 


roceRs, eis the [omy + 
stance, and possesses the power to pommerse animal and vegetable structures from deca: 
There is ne the face of earth or spoit which Ozone, the new Preservative, will not 


nth: on 
or all tie ina ion. 
The value of Ozone as a natiiral preserver has been known to our abler chemists for years, but, until now, 
no means of producing it in a practical, inexpensive, and simple manner have been discovered. 
Microscopic rvations peeve that decay is due to septic matter or minute germs, that develop and feed 
upon animal and veectable rnetures. Ozone, ten y the Prentiss method, seizes and destroys these 
erms at once, and thus preserves. At our offices in Cincinnati can be seen almost every article that can be 
thought of, preserved by this process, aud every visitor is welcome 40 come in, taste. smell, take away with 
him, and test in every wav the merits of Ozone as a preservative. e-will also preserve, free of charge, any 
article that is song or sent prepaid to us, and return it to the sender, for him to keep and test. 
FRESH MEATS, such as beef, muttou, veal, pork. poultry, game, fish, etc., preserved by this method. 
can be shipped to Europe, subj d to at pheric changes, and return to this country in a state of perfect 
reservation. 
4 EGGS can be treated at a costof less than one dollar a thousand dozen, and be kept in an ordinary room 
six months or more, thoroughly preserved : the yolk held in its normal condition, and the eggs as fresh and 
rfect as on the day they were treated, and will sel! as strictly “ choi The advantage in reserving eggs 
fe readily seen ; there are seasons when they can be bought for 8 or 10 cents a dozen, and by holding them, can 
be sold Lay advance of from one hundred to three hundred per cent. One man, wilh this method, can 
reserve nm a day. 
” FRUITS may be permitted to ripen in their native climate, and can be transported to any part of the 
wort". 
The Puulee expressed from fruits can be held for an indefinite period without fermentation—hence the great 
value of this process for producing a temperance beverage. Cider can be held perfectly sweet for any length 


of time. 
ABLES can be kept for an indefinite period in thetr natural condition, retaining their odor and 





ice.” 


VEGET 
flavor, yooh in their original packages, at a small expense. All grains, flour, meal, etc., are held in their 
normal condition. 

BUT “7. after being treated by this process, will not become rancid. 

Dead human bodies, tre before Sqcom penton sets in, can be held in a natural condition for weeks 
wie puncturing the skin or mutilating the body in any way. Hence the great value of Ozone to under- 
takers. 

There is no change In the slightest particular in the appearance of any article thus preserved, and no trace 
of ad foreign or unnatural odor or taste. 

The process is so simple that a child can operate it as well and as successfully asaman. There is no expen- 
sive apparatus or machinery requirea. 

A room filled with different articles. such as eggs, meat, fish, etc., can be treated atone time, without addi- 


tional trouble or expense, 

aa In fact, there is nothing that Ozone will not preserve. Think of everything you can that is liable to sour, 
decay or spoil, and then remember that we guarantee that Ozone will preserve it in exactly the condition you 
wantit for any length of time. If you will remember this, it will save asking questions as to whether Ozone 
will preserve this or that article—it will preserve any ; ing you can think of. 

There is not a township in the United States in which a live man cannot make any amount of money. from 
$1,000 to 310.000 a year, that he pleases. We desire to get a live man interested in each county in the United 
States, in whose hands we caa p this Preservative, and through him secure the business which every 
county ought to produce. 


A FORTUNE 


A. C. Bowen, Marion, Ohio, h 
Woods Brothers, Lebanon, 
November Ist. §2 fora test pack 


Awaits Any, Man who Secures Control of OZONE 
in any Township or County, 
cleared $2,000 in two months. for a test pack was his first investment. 
Ohio, r , 
arren Gopaty Oto ~ ho ohn eggs pure in, August and sold 
F. K. Raymend, Morristown, Belmont County, Ohio, is clearing $2,009 a month in handling and selling 
Ozone. $2 for a tes was bis first Investment. 
D. F. Webber. Charlotte, Eaton County, Michigan, has cleared $1,000 a month since August. $2 for a test 


was his first in ° 
is preserving eggs. fruit. etc., for the commission men of Chicago, 


pac. vestment. 
Gaylord, 80 La Salle Street. Chicago, 
a . and other articles in puss. He is preserving 5.000 dozen eggs per day, 


charging 1},c. per dozen for 


and on his business is making $3,000a month clear. $2 for a test kage was his first investment. 
The Cincinnati F . West Seventh Street, is maki ,000 a month in handling brewers’ malt, pre- 
serving and shipping it as feed to all ts of the country. Malt unpreserved sours in 24 hours. Preserved by 


Ozone it keeps perfectly sweet for months. 


These are instances which we have asked the  Frivilese of publishing. There are scores of others. Write 
to any of the above parties ana get the evidence direct. 





Now to prove the absolute truth of everything we have said in this per, we to place in r hands 
the means of proving for youself that we have not claimed hal gh © any person who dounts any of these 
statements, and who is interested sufficiently to make the trip, we will 


y traveling and hotel expenses 
for a visit to this city, if we tail to prove any statement that we have e. ne " 


How to Secure a Fortune with Ozone. 


A test package of Ozone, containing a sufficient quantity to preserve one thousand dozen 


‘#8, or other 
articles in proportion, will be sent to any applicant on receipt of $2. This package will enable theapplican 
to pursue any fine of tests and ex riments he desires, and thus satisfy himself as = ; 


the extraordinary merits 
ad time to look the field over to deter- 
é article to others, or tocontine it to his own use, 
or any other line ot which is best suited to him and to his township or county—we wil! enter into an 


i 
arrangement with ne that will make a fortune for him and give us good profits. We will give exclusive 


township or county privileges to the first responsible applicant who orders a test ckage and desi t 
control the business in his loca'ity. The man ane secures control of Ozone for any panel = = : wall endow 3 


monopoly which will surely enrich him. 

Don’t let a day pass until you have ordered a Test Package, and if you desire to secure an exclusive 
privilege we assure you that delay may deprive you of it, for the applications come in to us by scores every 
mail—many by telegraph. ‘ First come first served” is our rule. 

If you do not care to send money in advance for the test package, we will send it C. O. D., but this will put 
you to the ex panes of charges for return of monéy. Our correspondence is very large; we have all we can do 
to attend to the shipping of orders and giving attention to our working nts. Therefore we cannot give any 


attention to letters which do not order ne. If you think of any article that you are doubtful about Ozone 
preserving, remember we guarantee that it will preserve it, no what it is. 


REFERENCES: 
We desire to call your attention to a class of references which no enterprise or firm based on anything but 
the soundest business success and highest commercial merit could secure. 
e refer, by per mission, as to our intewrity and to the value of the Prentiss Preserv: 
entiemen: w. c. yoe, Me Board of Public Works; E. O. Eshelb: 
mith, Jr,, Collector of Internal Revenue: Wulsin & Worthington, Attorneys; 
Hopkins, County Commissioners; W. 8, Cap 
Ohio. These gentlemen are each familiar wit 
tion that we have without question 


The Most Valuable Article in the World. 


The $2 you invest in a test package will surely lead you to secure a township or county, 
is absolutely clear to make from $2,000 to $10,000 a year. 
Give your full address in every letter, and send your letter to 


PRENTISS PRESERVING CO., (Limited,) 


___ 8. E. Con, Ninta & Baer 8rs., Cincinnati, O. 


of Ozone as & Preservative. « 


aving thus satisfied himself, and 
mine what he wishes to do {mthe 


uré—whether to sell 


ative, to the following 
arti Merrell and BY 

n . arrell an . Be 
lier, Couaty Auditor; all of Cincinnati, Hamilton County, 
the merits of our Preservative, and know from actual observa- 


and then your way 


NEW XMAS CONCERT EXERCISE. 


Mr. M. C. Hazarp, editor of The National Sunday School Teacher, has pre- 
pened another of his popular Christmas Concert Exercises, with appropriate Responses, 
ecitations, and Music. Specimen copy free. Price, $2.00 per 100. 


ADAMS, BLACKMER, & LYON PUBLISHING COMPANY, OHICAQO, ULL. 


an 











Ready December Ist; 


Gospel Hymns No. 4 


By Ira D. Sankey, Jas. McGranahan, 
and Geo. C. Stebbins. 


A COLLECTION OF 


New Songs for Gospel Meetings 








Millions who have used the receding numbers, and 
now desire something new whl be glad to get No. 4. 
¢ Some of these so: have been su iy Mi 
Sankey, McG and Stebbins in thelr Lacetings 
with great acceptance. They are now brought 
for the first time, and it is hoped will prove as as 
caare. snes have so universally adopted all over 


Music Ed’n in Boards, 100; 35 cts by Mall. 
Word “ Paper = per. 8 ¥ . 





May be ordered through any Bookseller or Music 
Dealer, or from the Publishers. 





JOHN CHURCH & CO., BIGLOW & MAIN, 
; ‘Cincinnati, 0. ew York. 


Music for Christmas! 


A new collection of ten Carols by 8. N. Penfield, = 
ist and choir-master, St. Geo: Church, New York. 
Send for si en copy to 8S.N. PENFIELD, 207 East 
16th St., New York. ,5 cents ; $4.00 per hundred. 


ATALOGUE OF | 
LIBRARY BOOKS 
Wonderfully Cheap. 


D. R. NIVER, Arzany, N. Y. 


Portable Self-acting Fountai 
OMaDiG séil-acting Fountain, 
Aquarium and Flower-stand Combined. 

= An attractive Home, Office, 
or Sunday-school room orna- 
ment. Complete in itself and 
entirely independent of wa- 
ter works or other connections. 
Simple, easy-working, and not 
liable to get out of order. 
Lasts for years without re- 
pairs. 
~" Send 3 cent stamp for de- 
- scriptive circular, 
S W. J. CLARK & CO., M’f’s, 
alem, Ohio. 
New York office and sales- 


room, 78 Beekman Street. 
















Lowest prices ever known 
on Breech-Loaders, 
Bifles, & Revolvers. 
OUR $i5 SHOT-GUN 
re ty cut’ Rew 
Illus. Cata 


e, 1881 
*- POWELL & SON. 238 Main street, CINGINN ATE. OF 


The New Revision 
and its Study. 


Soon after the, appearance of the Revised 
New Testament in this country, The Sunday 
School Times secured from prominent Ameri- 
can members of the Revision Committee, a 
series of articles bearing upon the changes 
made and the reasons for making them. Some 
of the foremost scholars of the country have 
pronounced these articles superior to anything 
that has been printed elsewhere in regard to 
the New Revision. 

For the convenience of those who desired to 
preserve them, the articles have been put to- 
gether in an attractive paper cover book of 107 
pages, and will be sent by mail to any one remit- 
ting the price. 











Priee, by mail, prepaid, 20 cents; five or 
mere copies, 15 cents each. Address, 
JOHN D, WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 





Se ee 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 





TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. Published weekly 
WE ise ine titan when takede pee 





will received for any portion 
at rates. 
tor a club, at above 
sentina to one address, the publisher desires 


Sistine soe sonse apapee 
A 0 are to use 
ty-five cents per CA addition to the 


same rate at w 

authorized to su 

seri ns to expire at the same time with the club as 
pay AY rdered. The new =e to pay pro 


roll in a package 
yl or sent separate a poy e members ot 
the club, ig be discontinued at the expiration of the 
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A THANKSGIVING EXERCISE. 


An appropriate and simple Thanksgiving Exercise has been prepared for the columns 
of The Sunday School Times, and will be published in pamphlet form. Schools desiring a 
special service at Thanksgiving or harvest time can hardly do better than to use this exercise. 
It will be mailed to any address at the rate of $2.00 per hundred copies. A sample copy 
mailed for five cents, 


A CHRISTMAS EXERCISE. 


A beautiful and entirely fresh scriptural Christmas Exercise, called: “The Glory of the 
Christ Child,” will appear in the columns of The Sunday School Times, and will also be 
printed in pamphlet form. In the latter shape it will be mailed to. any address at the rate of 
$2.00 per hundred copies. This exercise, though a delightfully fresh one, is so simple that 
it can be used by any school, A sample copy will be mailed for five cents. 

The two Christmas Exercises that had so wide a sale last year, namely, “The Wonder- 
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WORTH REPEATING. 


A 


THE CRUSE THAT FAILETH 
NOT. 


[By Elizabeth Rundle Charles. ] 
It is more blessed to give than to receive.— Acts 20: 35, 


Is thy cruse of comfort wasting? Rise and 
share it with another, 

And through all the years of famine, it shall 
serve thee and thy brother. 


Love divine will fill thy storehouse, or thy 
handful still renew ; 

Scanty fare for ene will often, make a royal 
feast for two. 


For the heart grows rich in giving; all its 
wealth is living grain; 
Seeds, which mildew in the garner, scattered, 
fill with gold the plain. 


Is thy burden hard and heavy? do thy steps 
drag wearily ? 


Help to bear thy brother’s burden ; God will 
bear both it and thee. 

Numb and weary in the mountains, wouldst 
thou sleep amidst the snow ? 


Chafe that frozen form beside thee, and together 
both shall glow. 


Art thou stricken in life’s battle? Many 
wounded round thee moan ; 

Lavish on their wounds thy balsam, and that 
balm shall be thine own. 


Is the heart a well left empty? None but God 
its void can fill ; 
Nothing but a ceaseless Fountain can its cease- 


less longings still. 


Is the’ heart a living power? Self-entwined, 
its strength sinks low; 

It can only live in loving, and by serving love 
will grow. 





OLD TESTAMENT WALKERS. 


[W. P. Mackay, D. D., in The Watchword.] 


Peter walked with God, and he was 
enabled to walk in a very wonderful place, 
because be walked upon the word of God. 
“Tf it be thou, Lord, bid me come to thee.” 
And Jesus said, “Come;” and on that 
word Peter walked upon the sea, for the 
word of God is much stronger than the 
law of gravitation or any other law. When 
God speaks the sea is his, and it obeys him. 
Then Peter began to sink, and he found 
that the sea was not so solid, after all. And 
why? Because he looked upon the bois- 
terous waves; and, in fact, the boisterous 
waves had nothing to do with him, because 
it was as easy to walk over boisterous waves 
as over a smooth sea: But, you see, unbe- 
lief is always foolish. Faith is always 
wise; but faith does not contradict reason ; 
it transcends it, it rises above it. I can 
reason that I am specifically heavier than 
water, but when God tells me to come over 
the water, specific laws, and specific 
gravity, and everything else, have to obey 
the lawgiver; and thus I quite object to 
the controversy that there is between 
science so called and true science and 
revelation. I love science. We all love 
true science when science can teach us. 
But science cannot tell me how to walk 
with God. 

Then there are other saints that have 
been in strange places walking with God. 
There were three dear ones, away in the 
olden time, that, instead of walking on 
water, were walking through fire. And 
why? Because God was with them, and 
one like unto the Son of man was there, 
and there was no burning. They did not 
know but that they might be burnt, for they 
said, “Our God is able to keep us from 
this’ fire; but if not”—oh! I love the 
faith which is in that “if not.” I think 
that there is more faith often in the “if 
not,” than in saying, “We can be pro- 
tected. ” Any man could go in and say, 

“IT may be protected.” But they said, 
“ But, if not, we will not worship your im- 
age. We will be faithful to God i in spite 
of the fire or anything else.” But they 
went into the fire, and nothing was burnt, 
as we all well know, but the ropes which 
bound them. They were thrown in bound, 
but they were seen walking with God. 
The fire burnt the ropes. 

Another wondrous march with God— 
another wonderful walk,—one of the m »st 
wonderful walks I know of in all his! .ry: 
“Tt came ito pass after these thinys that 
God did tempt Abraham, and said unto 
him, Abraham;” and the ear was open. 
It was no itching ear; it was an open ear; 
and he said, ‘‘Heream I.” The itching 
ear listens to man, Some people are buy- 
ing the new Revised Testament. They 
think that they have got a new Bible. They 
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old-fashioned evangelistic Bible. Thank 
God, everything stands as it was, as far as 
all the essentials are concerned. They 
want something new. But Abraham was 
wont to listen to his God, and he said, 
“ Here am I.” And God said, “ Take now 
thy son.” Oh, whatatrial! ‘“ Theson of 
my old age”—the son of faith,—the son 
of resurrection-power! ‘Take now thy 
son.” And dilates upon it, as if to 
intensify it. “Thy only son.” Not only so, 
but He names him “Isaac”—not Ish- 
mael, ‘Thine only son Isaac.” He adds 
to it still—“whom thou lovest.”” What 
intensity of trial! “That the trial of 
your faith might be as gold that is tried in 
the fire.” “Take now thy son, thine only 
son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee 
into the land of Moriah; and offer him 
there for a burnt offering upon one of the 
mountains which I will tell thee of.” 
What is the result? “Abraham rose up 
early in the morning.” He might have 
been permitted to sleep on till ntidday 
with such a journey before him. But 
prompt is his obedience. “Early in the 
morning,” as if anxious to obey, even to 
cut his own heart-strings, “early in the 
morning, and saddled his ass, and took two 
of his young men with him, and Isaac his 
son, and clave the wood for the burnt- 
offering, and rose up and went unto the 
place ofewhich God had told him.” Then 
‘on the third day ”—think of that—three 
days’ walk with God—three days to think 
over it—three days to get to Mount 
Moriah. It seems to me much harder 
than Peter’s attempt and failure; much 
harder than the three Hebrew children’s 
attempt and success, this protracted think- 
ing and revolving with his loved son at his 
side, walking onward, and onward only, 
upon the word of the everlasting God, day 
succeeding night, and night succeeding 
day, and his own heart breaking, and his 
heart going up toGod. And hesaid: “ Did 
I hear God? Do I know God? Havel 
his word under me?” “Take thy son, 
thine only son, and offer him.” 

At the end of a very spiritual and de- 
lightful meeting, when our hearts are filled 
with love to our Master and his truth, if 
an enemy should come and seize us, and 
say, “ Now we must take your life, or you 
must bow down and worship an image,” I 
believe that a great number of us, in the 
heat and warmth of ourspiritual life, would 
be prepared to say, “Take my life, then, 
and have done with it.” That would be 
the heat of the moment. We could do 
lots of things in the heat of the moment, 
when we were warmed up, which we could 
not do in what is called cool blood. But 
there was no heat of the moment here in 
this walking with God, but persistent, 
steady, strong faith, and there was every- 
thing against him. If you had gone to 
Abraham then, and said, “Abraham, how 
do you feel as a father? What is your 
paternal affection like?” he would have 
said, “Do not speak to me, sir,” and he 
would wipe the tear from his eye. “ What 
do you think of a man going to kill a fel- 
low-man?” “Do not speak to me.” 
Abraham believed God. That was all. 
“And how do you feel for God, Abraham ? 
That is the son that the promise is given 
to, and the coming seed is to spring from 
him. God’s name will be dishonored, and 
God’s cause and God’s purposes will be 
foiled.” “ God can look after his own pur- 
poses; I have only to ebey.” What a 
sight! Oh,if we had but the power of 
some great painter to see that wondrous 
scene under that Eastern sky! The faith 
of Isaac, too, must have been strong. 
Remember that he was nota young lad. 
He was a strong, stalwart young man, in 
his prime, and to allow himself to be bound 
and laid upon the altar to be an offering to 
God, was a part of his faith got from his 
father’s ‘peta ; and there, as the young 
man lay, every bit of Abraham’s heart goes 
against the act which he has to do. In 
Abraham’s heart his parental love, his 
human errr and his regard for God’s 
purposes, are allagainstit. Thereisacalm, 
silent sky above him, and the mountain 
beside him and beneath him, and he 
lifts up the dagger with that hand; 
and he has nothing to support him 
but the word of God. There is nothin 
between him and God but God’s west 
“The mouth of the Lord has spoken 
it,” and the knife comes down, and it falls 
upon the arm of Jehovah. God is never 
too late. The angel said, “ There is a ram.” 
The angel comes and says, “Stay thy 
hand.” He lifted up his eyes to look, and 
beheld the substitute. O friends, it may 
be on the water, it may be through the fire, 
it may be through the bitterest trial, but it 
is the God that is in it that makes the word 
glorious. 
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. selling Pictorial Books and Bibles. Prices reduced 
screst cawiug, and my 33 per coat. Nationa! Publishing Co., Phila.. Pa. 


new illustrated cata- | * . spine 
ae & See ONE MAN CAN DO THE WORK OF TWO 
WITH THE OLIP PPreR 


mm goods, mechanics’ 
‘ols, etc., will be sent, 
SAWING 
MACHINE 


prepaid, to any ad- 
dress. Or, send 6c. for 
catalogue and minia- 
turesheets. I haveone 
of the most complete 

Already tried by thousands, who pronounce it ** the best, 

lightest, sim and cheapest machine ever offered.” 

Price $12. shipped prepaid. Territory for exclusive 

sale, rues. O77 LIBERAL TERMS TO AGENTS, Address, 

J. &. SHEPARD & ©O., Cincinnati, 0. or St, Louls, Ba. 


stocks in the country, 
Q=% HOW TO PRIfT. 


130 Fifth Ave., N, Y. | 156 Tremont-st., Boston. 





BEATIY'S only $65. Pino: 5 sets reeds 
t) Pianos $145 Illes 
ogne . Addrean RV ATTY. Washi . WI 


‘CONCERT EXERCISES, 


REPRINTED FROM THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES, 
A THANKSGIVING SERVICE. 
BIBLE SACRIFICES. 

BIBLE WORDS ABOUT SINGING. 
FAITH. 

HEAVEN: OUR FATHER’S HOUSE. 
PRAISE GOD. 

SEEDTIME AND HARVEST. 








ments to purchasers. 
A. H, POMEROY, 


The brave tv sheli is uvt represented HARTFORD, ConN 
, CONN. 
——— _ — _ 


faliu cut, but goes with the pattern. 


‘\F FOR ONE DOLLAR- BYMAIL IS GENTS EXTRA. 














and offer great induce- 
gem Send to}. W. Daughaday & Co., 







724 Chestnat St., Philacc iphia, one 
scent stamp and get by return maila 





handsome torty (40) page book called 





i ii : HOW TO PRINT, which gives with 

THE BEATITUDES. Bi pee Aoy for Boys ; roproducin ® a hundred ether things, cuts. descrip. 
THE CREATION. | | Sha Soe pes ttre es Pete ak, A MODEL PRESS. 
: ; - ° i> Prints everything needed by Business 

THE GIFT OF GIFTS. | SOLD BY OPTICIANS & TOY DEALERS-WHOLESALE DEPOT: tessa le el coat oe ea ns 








THE GLORIES OF THE CHRIST-CHILD | Oekow Manovert Cu, sx MardenLone TU, | le foot pc ice 
THE NAMES OF OUR LORD. , m= AND NOT | 23 Pep tere omer gies eae ae 
THE WAY OF LIFE In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
THE WON DERFUL 3 oR.RD Maney & RIGS ALK eR! concerning anything advertised in this paper, 

Price ot each, $2.00 per 100 copies. No extra charge —= — Se oa you will oblige the publisher, as well as the 
for postage. Sam each. 





00 sold, s. Hand and foot power, I 
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v te AT 7 a 








. vb 
Adarees JOHN D. WATTLION Pudi Baran Novaury 0..Saleii, Mas | advertiser » by stating that you saw the adver. 
er, ee - 
725 Chestnat St., Philadelphia, Pa GXYT A BINDER FOR YOUR PAPER. tisement in The Sunday Scheol Times, 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


[November 19, 1881. 








ORGANS & PIANOS. 
pacen how tor CHRISTMAS PRESENTS. 
srlor Organ? Price only 


rr 

hd Cuaret Oncans, $97.7 
by Loxpor 18 Stops, 6 tull sets 

o 


Reeds, on! $65, THE PARIS 
now tered for 5 e 


e= OVEN. New Style- 
©. 9,00, 27 Stops, 14 full Octaves 
of the Celebrated Golden Ton- 
Reeds. It is the Finest Or- 
Write or call at 


RATTY'S 


les now ready. 


} e 
TY’S PIAN 
ebath gets e io ry0 
ARRANTED, If you cannot visit 
ue 


AnUn mea Fiano Ie be sure t0 send for Latest New Style No. 9000 


e fer, 
Length, ft. Width, 3 ft. 6ir. Wt. 1000 Ibs. 
ramaen’ target! Great Powel atrart  reryts tet dy Soy eens 
PIANO N tyle No 199), 7 Oct. E yo yraer, Bank Draft, Express igmitors 
case, eres it, Round Corners, Catved Legs. and Lyre, Re red 
Fine Mouldings, A F 


Letter. 
I nh refu 
Action, ail aan. Agratie Treble. Hest | 5 cap Ay — eT areal welcome 
with stool. book and cover, only... .,. EAT for Catal 
s@rAddress or call upon DANIEL F. BEATTY, W m, New Jersey, 
WORSTED | A Book containing 100 Patterns for Worsted Work, Toilet Sets, | WORSTED 


ete., including patterns of Flowers, Birds, Stork, Borders, 
CROSS-STITCH CROSS-STITCH 


Corners, nsf , Animals, Elephant, Deer, Cats, 
PATTERNS. PATTERNS. 





es, Roses, 
Rooster, Comic Designs, 8 Alphabets, etc.,25c.ench. 8 books, $1. 
2% Knots Worsted, assorted colors, 2c. 4 Tidy Patterns. 10c. 
Send 3 cent stamps. J. F. INGALLS, Lynn, Mass. Box 8. 


Vihtuge B hie ahat™ 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES.—This paper is recognized both here and abroad | 


as the great weekly paper of the world for Sunday-school teachers, It is just w i 
teacher should have. The size of the paper and "the frequency of its ts Gaahla ha rie 
re fe Nie of rap to the yd oo lessons, - such an abundance of material from 
e skilled writers o various lesson departments, that each te ims 
what is best fitted to his own needs and to his particular class. eee Nemeet 
ogee! aso trie en ee a ription price is $2.00 a year, but if you do 
not feel prepared just now to subseri ra ear, you cat , t 
eve week for hres months for fifty cents. 4 ae mye Se Peet SH INE 
.W TEN A NUMBER of teachers unite in subscribing, very low subscription rates are 
given. You can probably form such a club in your school edsier than you think for. The 
club may subscribe for only three or six months, if you cdn more readily start the matter in 
thatway. A club of twenty for three months will only cost five dollars—or twenty-five cents 
Jor-each member. : 


HERE ARE THE CLUB RATES IN FULL.—From one to fo 


eo ur copies, one year, $2.00 


From five to nine copies in a package to one address, $1.50 each. From ten to nine- 
teen copies, in a Pyar iy to one address, $1.25 each. Twenty copies or more, in a package to 
one address, $1.00 each. No charge for come. Subscriptions will be taken for any portion 
of a year at senees J rates. While the papers for aclub at the above rates must be sent in a 
package to one address, the publisher sequires that each club subscription be accompanied 
with the names and addresses of the persons who are to use the paper. For twenty-five cents 
per copy in addition to the above club rates, the papers will be mailed directly to the indi- 
vidual addresses of the members of aclub. In this case, however, the papers for a club must 
all go to one post-office, and the subscription must not be for less than one year. 





THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY.—Sunday-school teachers are becoming corvi 
it pays to put into AY scholars’ hands the bat | best help to the study of thie eneah a 
namber of teachers supply their scholars regularly with The Scholars’ Quarterly, which is 
published at the office of The Sunday School Times. This Quarterly should not be confused 
with any other. Among the many helpful things to be found in number, is a handsome 
double-page colored map, engraved and printed especially for the lessons of the quarter. 
Taken altogether, with its map, pictures, varied lesson matter, and appropriate hymns, it is 
a book that you can hardly afford to have your class do without. : 

WHAT IT COSTS.—The price of THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY is 25 cents a year, or 
$25.00 for a hundred copies a year. It is sent by mail without costing subscribers anythin 
jor postage. Subscriptions are taken for three or six months at the yearly rate; under 1 
copies, three months, seven cents each. To supply a class costs, for instance, as follows :—For 
five scholars, one year, $1.25; three months, 35 cents; for ten scholars, one year, $2.50; three 
mopths,63-cents, Send seven cents for a specimen, ‘ 


THe | WEEKLY LESSON LEAF farnishes each Sunday's lesson on s se 

ifself, with questions, notes, home readings, marginal references, etc. The heaves 

‘ month are sent by mail in ample time for distribution. The price is $7.20 per hundred copies a 
year, or 60 cents amonth, and the same proportionate rate for larger or er quantities, Con- 


sidering the amount of paper and printing furnished, and the care given to its preparation, this 
is the cheapest Lesson Leaf in use, . 


A CHRISTMAS EXERCISE,—A beautiful scriptural Christmas Exercise, called “The 
Glory of the Christ Child,” prepared for the columns of The Sunday School Times, will 
also be printed in pamphlet form. In the latter shape it will be mailed to any address 
at the rate of $2.00 per hundred copies. This exercise, though a delightfully fresh one, is so 
— that it can be used by any school. A sample copy will be mailed for five cents. 

The two Christmas Exercises that had so wide a sale last year, namely, ‘‘ The Wonderful,” 
and “ The Gift of Gifts,” will be reissued this year at $2.00 per hu copies, Samples 
will be mailed at five cents each. Address,- , 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 725 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 
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CASHMERE BOUQUET 
TOILET SOAP. 


PIANOFORTES. 
UNEQUALED IN 
TONE, TOUCH, WO ANSHIP AND DURA- 
WILLIA NABE & CO 
‘Nos, 204 and 206 West Baltimore Street, Baltimore, 
No. 112 Fifth Avenue, New York. 


PLYMOUTH SUNDAY-SCHOOL, 


BROOKLYN, N, Y., 


Having made a change in the style of benches used 
by the classes, offers for sale at a very low price, the 
ones they have been using. They were made to order 
m ea proved by Mr. Grorer A. BELL, are 
very convenient and in good condition, They will be 
sold i®lots to suit purchasers, and those applying first 

will have first choice. Address 
F.C, MANVEL, No. 6 Maiden Lane, N. Y. City. 





The novelty and exceptional 
strength of its perfume are the 
peculiar fascinations of this luxu- | 
rious article, which has acquired 
popularity unequalled by any Toi- 
let Soap of home or foreign manu- 

















U* the Order ef Service in The Scholars’ 
bee oe Issued in leaflet form at 75 cents per 


ited. 
200 he -rade, t 
rT Wilk hundred. Ne extra charge for 


J.T. WILKIDE & 
00! Times intends to admit only advertisements that 
The Sunday School Times in only i ok ae on gy 





This is the ing Journal of American Agriculture. In amount and practica) value of contents, 

inextent and ability of correspondence, in quality of papee and style of publication, it occupies the 

FIRST RANK, It has no superior in either of the three chief divisions of 

FARM CROPS and PROCESSES, HORTICULTURE and 
FRUIT GROWING, LIVE STOCK and DAIRYING, 

while it also includes all minor ents of rural interest, such as the Poultry Yard, Entomology, 

Bee-keeping, Greenhouse, Grapery, Veterinary Replies, Farm Questions and Answers, Fireside Reading. 

Domestic Economy, and a summary of the News of the Week, Its Market soporte are unusually 

com ~ ll attention is paid to of the Crops, as ‘to S$ ght anon one of oy 

most im is liberally 

of all nia when t Buy and Wh en t e! i. illustrated, 
pply, in ly” increasing degree, and 


oO 
and is intended to supply, in a contin’ in the best sense of the term, 


A LIVE AGRICULTURAL NEWSPAPER. 


Its Editors, in addition to their own labors, are regularly assisted by an extensive corps of Special 
Correspondents and a comers among whom are included many Leading Agriculturis(s 
here and abroad, and by OVER EIGH HUNDEED ional and Voluntary Writers. 


ENLARCEMENT TO TWENTY PACES. 


The Volume of Tax Couxrny Genturman for 1882 will be ENLARGED, each week] number containing 
Twenty Paces instead of sixteen asheretofore (unless during the dullest seasou ofthe year). Terms as 


follows: > 
Pa) eee $2.50 Per Year. 





Single Subscription, ............... . 


Four Copi one year, with an ‘additional copy for the year free, tothe sender, $10, 
To Crus {ton Co on uae on withan additional copy for the Pons evs to the sender, #20, } 
And one copy for year will be furnished gratuitously for each Club of Ten Subscribers. 


£37" New Subscribers for the comin r paying in advance after Nov. Ist, will receive the paper 
WEEKLY, from receipt of remitanee Seuary lst, without charge. Specimen copies Free. Address 


LUTHER TUCKER & SON, Publishers, ALBANY, N.Y. | 


eee . See 


NATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOLTEACHER 


BISHOP CHARLES. EDWARD CHENEY says: “I find no help on these 
lessons to be for a moment compared to the Comments in The National Sunday 
School Teacher.”? Such is the universal testimony of all those who use this fore- 
most Sunday- school Magazive. Its editorials are timely, crisp, and enjoyable. Its 
Class Outlines and Comments are compact, clear, suggestive, thorough, scholarly, 
practical, and spiritual. And whatever other lesson-helps are used, The Teacher 
is needed, in addition, to round out, systematize, and shape the lessons for class use. 

Send for a free copy of the December or January Number, use it faithfully 
in the preparation of your lessons, and then—become a subscriber tor 1852. 

Yearly subscription, $1:25. Clubs of 5 or more, $1.00 each. 


ADAMS, BLACKMER, & LYON PUB. CO., CHICAGO, ILL. 


$1.00 S. S. Library Books for 5c.é 


umes—reprint se'ections from over 1,000 Sunday-school Library books, tota! cost originally $57.10—or 
we will send 104 books, the last 62 being choice new ones, written expressly for us, and equal to any. The 
are done up in pamphlet form, wire stitched, good type aud print and paper, in handsome engraved oo 
will outlast the most expensive—num ered catalogue in each buok. Envelope “Library System,” s 
extra, protects books and makes keeping library simple and inexpensive, no partitioned shelves, etc. Six 
year membership fee will pay for books, etc., and save all cost to schools, 800,000 sold already. 

an.l envelope 8c. Here is catglogue of books: 


Reprints of Choice 8. 8. Library Books. 
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NEW BOOKS. 
From No.1 are reprints of selections from the} Written ex ly for Sappats Lrsrmary: The 
bor ee Piteeey books published. by others. nary price preety fer Sopeane Lemna: 
Oxiginel be at least $1.00 each. 
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JESSICA'S FIRST PRAYER, = 
RYMAN'S DAUGHTER 
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MR. HENDERSON'S FAILURE. 
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RESIDE TALES ON GENESIS. 
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5. FERN GLEN, - : % 
’ SUNBEAM SUSETTE,  - . : 
s ROSE. ROB Ni AND LITTLE MAY, - 
; ANILDREN OF THE GREAT KING, 
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THE WOOD CARVERS, . : 
RS. DOBBS’ DULL BOY. - . 

BERNIEB’S WHITE CHICKEN; EDA MAY, 

SHEER OFF. - ‘ “ ° 

SILVER K ‘ Pe : 

TR Is ALWAYS BEST, - . 

MINISTERING CHILDREN. PARTI - 

MINISTERING ‘‘HILDREN. PART IT - 

NETTIF'S MISSION, LITTLE MARGERY 
ARGERY’S CITY HOME, 
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AT WILLOW VILLE. 
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VAZAVSSSRSARSESS 


Wi O> IO 
fo Og 


Bias ‘ 


THE WAY. 
CHRISTIE'S EXPERIMENT. 
Y IN THE SOUTH. 

ING. 
OUGH VOYA 


SANDS, - ° 
ING JACK OF HAYLANDS, : GE 
. LITTLE BROWN GIRL : - GLIMPSES OF THE EDINGTONS. 
TOM GREEN, THE TINKER’S LETTER) 1 26 TOM, DICK, AND HARRY. 


52. 

ICES I OTs ORTED.—Any five books gn catalogue, 30c.; ten books, 550. ; fifteen 
wookeee tert) boats, eR ARO REE Pa, forty books, $2.10; oe | books, $2.50; one hundred books, 
B75; Bay hund books, $9.50; more than two hundred, at $4.50 per hundred. Subscription price per year, (52 

Y08. ; 


THE ENVEL ADDI ION,—This consists of rong manilla env , large en h to 
take in any onenumber ORE rary, ry ION answers net only yen en the octyl wear, Pe a 
library member's exch card__ It has printed on it blank for name, residence, and class , and library 
number of member, catalogne-of books. library rules, and a simple plan of exchanging and account of 

books. The envelopes cost but le, ;_no more Cy ordinary i cards, i , 
We also publish a TEACHE J LIB ARY, i2 volumes for $1, (worth at least $15) containing 
aud nearly 100 outs; a Compendium ef Teaching, containing 
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a Bible Dictionary with 1,000 complete art 
nine books in one; a Concurdanes; a Commentary oa Mark, covering Sunday-school lessoms for 1482. Choice 
of numbers — each, RE awk Sania porn one-third price. Send 2$c. for three 
packs, assort Rating age 0! LUBRARY,-Beprints of ten 
different $1.00 te $1.50 story books, han st romatio covere; two tA more books at 10c. each. 
Teachers’ Bibles, Gift Bibles, choice Heliday 


yy Send for catalogue, naming clase of goods wanted. 
NAME THIS PAPER. Address, DAVID C, COOK, 148 Madison Street, Chicage. 


tisements that are trnstworth r Should, however, an advertisement of a party not in good standing be inadvertently inserted, 
bers any money that they lose thereby. 





